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ANIMADVERSIONS 


Upon a late Controverſy concerning the 


MIRACULOUS POWERS, Ge. 


TENDING 


To clear up and explain the true State of that 
7] Queſtion 3. 


4 


AND 


To explode thoſe Powers as prejudicial, and 
even dangerous, to the Cauſe of 
CHRISTIANITY. 


WITH A 


PREFATORY DISCOURSE 


Upon Religious Controverſy in general. 


In this age of Scepticiſm, where Chriſtianity is ſo vigorouſly attacked, and, 


as it were, cloſely befieged, the true way of ag it is, not to enlarge 


the compaſs of its fortifications, and make more help neceſlary to its de- 
fence, than it can readily furniſh ; but, like ſkilful engineers, to demoliſh 
its weak outworks, that ſerve only for ſhelter and lodgement to the enemy, 


ich will be found in the end inpreg- 


whence to batter it the more wares + and draw it within the compaſs of 


its firm and natural entrenchments, w 
nable. 


Defence of a Letter to Dr WATERLAND, Page 3. 
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E W, I believe, have looked ever ſo little into Con- 
F troverſial Books, Who have not taken a diſguſt to 
that ſort of writing; but eſpecially, where Religion 

was the point in diſpute, and Church- men had the ma- 
nagement of it. Tis obſerved of Divines, that they never 
diſſent without quarrelling: and experience may convince 
us, that Religious quarrels are of all others the moſt vio- 
lent, as well as the moſt laſting. In other caſes, and par- 
ticularly in the Sciences, men have frequently been known 
to diſſent from each other; which diſagreement however 
has ſeldom produced any worſe effect, than a diffidence on 
both ſides, and an amicable conſent of the Parties, to 
join in one common ſearch after Truth. But, alas! tis 
far otherwiſe in Divinity, where doubting has always been 
eſteemed dangerous. There is no Medium here betwixt 
Peace and War; and a man muſt either implipitly con- 
form, and be for ever ſilent, or elſe ſubmit to the cenſure 
of declaring againſt Revelation itſelf; which he is ſure to 
to incur by declaring his ſentiments freely, if they differ 
in the leaſt from the eſtabliſhed mode of thinking. Thus 
among Divines, when one, wiſer and bolder than the 
reſt, ventures to publiſh his contempt of an opinion, which 
he takes to be falſe and groundleſs, or happens to detect 
ſome Pious Fraud, which the Policy of a few has it1- 
poſed upon the Credulity of the many ; all is ſuddenly in 
| A 2 a 
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a ferment, the whole Clerical Order is alarmed, and the 
very foundations of Religion begin to tremble. The Au- 
thor is beheld as a fiery dæmon of a moſt malign aſpect 
and all Chriſtendom, as it were, grows terrified at the 
ſight of him. And what, I beſeech you, is the conſe- 
quence? Why all hands are aloft, and all engines at work 
againſt him: and he is attacked on every fide, and by 
every art, which hot undiſcerning bigotry can furniſh 
out, or religious hatred invent. His character is black- 
ened, his principles are miſrepreſented, and his whole 
Scheme ſhewn to be big with conſequences, which threat- 
en deſtruction to both Church and State. At length the 


Mob is up, every paſſion inflamed, and the general cry 


now is, Away with ſuch a fellow from the earth; for it 
is not fit that he ſhould hve! 


Such is the Cataſtrophe of a Religious Controverſy, 
which concludes for the moſt part with dire Anathemas 
and Imprecations on the Author of it. And ſuch has 
been, and ever will be, the fate of all thoſe, who ſhall 
preſume to advance New Opinions upon the Publick ; 
eſpecially if it be to the diſcredit of Old ones, which are 
grown venerable by age; though they derive their value, 
as Coins do, from nothing elſe but their ruſt (a). In the 

mean 


(a) Railing and Contumely I hate and contemn ; but tis neither of theſe (if 
the xvords have any fixed fignification in Morality) to repreſent men and things 
as they really and manifeſtly are; that is, to expoſe before the world, in a juſt and 
Freter light, any flagrant impieties, blunders, falſehoods, and impoſtures. Crimes 
of this magnitude, whenever they are diſcovered in thoſe, awho pretend magiſteri- 
ally to cenfure Old ſyſtems of Religion, and ſet up New ones in their room, ſhould 
be made as deteſtable and ridiculous, as they deſerve. Cuaeman's Miſcellane. 
ous Tracts, page 190. Where it is obſervable, that this good Archdeacon is 

perfectly 
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mean time, what is become of Truth? 'Tis loſt and be- 
wildered amidſt the general confuſion. A Regard for her 
is below the conſideration of our Heroes, who breath af- 
ter nothing leſs than immortal Glory. Conqueſt is now 
their grand concern, And hence poor Truth is left to 
ſhift for herſelf, or falls perhaps to the care of ſome By- 
ſtander, who, by being cool and unprejudiced, is better 


able to diſcern her pretenſions, as well as more inclined 
to do her juſtice, 


One cannot look upon theſe Eccleſiaſtical Encounters, 
without almoſt ſuſpecting the very nature and tendency 
of our Religion ; and even doubting, whether it be in- 
deed, as it is repreſented, that mild and gentle Inſtitution, 
ſo finely adapted to ſubdue the paſſions, and ſweeten the 
tempers of men. And ſurely, were not our contending 
Parties influenced by a Spirit, very different from what 
they generally profeſs, it could never happen, that, like 
beaſts of prey, they ſhould worry down and devour each 
other at ſuch a rate : ſince Chriſtianity, which is all 
meekneſs, can never be built upon the ruins of good-nature, 
nor Faith be maintained at the expence of Charity. 


This 


perfectly reconciled to Ridicule, when it is exerted only againſt thoſe, who 
ſhall preſume 10 cenſure Old fftems of Religion: by which he means ſuch ſyſ- 
tems, as are either grounded on Tradition, or deduced from the writings of 
the Primitive Fathers. And yet, ſhould this ſame Ridicule, the uſe of which 
he ſo freely allows in that caſe, happen to be employed in favour of pure 
and uncorrupted Chriſtianity, againſt all ſuch defenders of ancient rubbiſh as 
himſelf, we ſhould then hear it exclaimed againſt, as Antichriſtian, profane, 
and one among many of thoſe arts, by which Infidels endeavour to take off 


the reverence, that belongs to Religion, the more eaſily to bring it into 
contempt, 


'T 
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. 
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This Malign Spirit of Perſecution and Abuſe is by no 


means of a Modern Date, but has mixed itſelf more or 


leſs in the Polemick Divinity of all ages. It diſcovered 
itſelf early in the Chriſtian Church ; and even the Primi- 
tive Defenders of the Faith have more of it in their Apo- 
logies, than either became the gentleneſs and ſimplicity of 
their Cauſe, or was neceſſary to repel the attacks of their 
Pagan Adverſaries. As the Goſpel gained ground, this 
ſpirit gradually increaſed ; and Chriſtians, as they grew 
more powerful, grew alſo more teſty, and impatient of 
oppoſition : till at laſt, it ſhewed itſelf ſo openly, and roſe 
to that enormous height, as to ſpread ſtrife and confuſion 
throughout the world. Blood has been ſhed, Provinces 
laid waſte, and even whole Empires ſhook and well-nigh 
ruined, by nothing elſe but Diſputes, founded upon points 
of Religion, meerly ſpeculative. So literally verified might 


that of our Saviour ſeem, that he was not come to fend 


Peace upon earth, but a Sword. 


For my own part, I am willing to put a charitable con- 
ſtruction upon the little leaven which remains among us, 
and at preſent animates our Controverſial Divinity, I 
would impute it, not to the ſpirit of malice prepenſe, 


but to meer faſhion only, Tis become perfectly modiſh 


among Divines, to ſeaſon their Polemick Writings with 
Satyr and Invective: and even a perfect piece of that ſort, 
where this is wanting, might probably be eſteemed as dry 
and inſipid an Amuſement, as a modern polite Converſa- 
tion without a little ſcandal to give a reliſh to it. 1 may 
venture to ſay, that a man ſhall hardly be able to gain a 
hearing from the Publick without it. For it is very cer- 

5 tain, 
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tain, that where one attends at any of theſe Religious 
Engagements, out of a pure regard to Truth, and the 
merits of the cauſe, a thouſand come only to be merry 
with the wit and humour, if peradventure any there be, 
and to divert themſelves with the behaviour of the Com- 
batants, and their uſage of each other (6). 


They are the Gentlemen of the Beau-Monde, I have 
now in view: who, if one may judge by their deport- 
ment upon theſe occaſions, are of great weight in a Con- 
troverſy. It is upon their account, I preſume, that this 
Satyric way of writing has of late been ſo happily cultivat- 
ed; and the ſatisfaction, they have been pleaſed to take 
in it is, without all doubt, a ſufficient ſanction for the 
uſe of it. But ſurely this numerous and Courtly Tribe, 
inſtead of troubling themſelves with Eccleſiaſtical Debates, ' 
might find a much better entertainment in a Play or a | 
Novel. It would be more polite, and, if I am not greatly 
miſtaken, far more ſuitable to their learning and abilities. 
I have very good reaſons for adviſing in this manner, 
which will appear preſently. 


is * — — — — ——— — 
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All who know any thing of the world, muſt be ſen- 
fible, that Learning is now grown, in a manner, univerſal 
among us. Erudition is no longer confined to the Schools, 
or Cloiſters of a College ; but it is (as the Author of the | 
Characteriſtics would have faid) introduced at length into 1 

ä . | good Tt 

(5) See the Lord SharTisBURY?s Charad. Miſcell. 1. c. 2. where this Con. 1 

troverſial Spirit is rallied with great juſtneſs. And indeed it could not eaſily 

be imagined, that the Noble Author, who is never better pleaſed, than when 1 
he is diverting himſclſ at the expence of che Clergy, ſhould overlook a mark, 4 


which lay ſo very much expoſed, and at which he has levelled one of the beſt 
Pieces of humour, perhaps, that can be found in his Works. 


Kal 
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good company : and a Gentleman will but aukwardly 
maintain his character as ſuch, who cannot ſhew ſome 
Credentials of his being a Scholar. Amid this growing 
knowledge and politeneſs, Religion has the great good 
luck to be a part; nay, and to its honour be it ſaid, a 
principal part too: ſince a man, whatever be his merit in 
other reſpects, ſhall be deemed but ſuperficial without it. 
Hence in Coffee-Houſe debates, it is ſo often known to 
take place of Politicks ; and, in ſhort, numbers in every 
ſtation, from the finiſhed Courtier down to the rude Me- 
chanick, may be found, who, without any advantages, 
either natural or acquired, are prepared to correct the 
Doctrines, and regulate the Polity of the Church. This 
inquiſitive and ambitious ſpirit after literature of all kinds, 
though a ſure mark of a happy and flouriſhing people, is 
however, like all other happineſs, allayed by its inconve- 
niencies and miſchiefs. It fares with Learning, as it does 
with Religion; when either of them once become mod- 
iſh, a nation is preſently over-run with Hypocrites and 
Pretenders. For here every man 1s concerned to keep up 
an appearance; and Scholars, like other people of dif- 
tinction and figure, muſt parade abroad, whatever be the 
ſtate of affairs at home. Thus I have known it happen, 
that a noiſy pert novice, whom in the laſt age one would 
not have ſuſpected of any thing more, than a little harm- 
leſs impertinence at a Tea-Table, or in a Ball-Room, ſhall 
in this frequently ſurprize you with pretenſions to Learn- 
ing: nay, and (ſuch is the cruelty of relations) he ſhall 
be ſuffered to write, and even upon ſubjects of refined Spe- 
culation and Philoſophick concern (c). 


It 


(c) A Sample of this ſpecies of writers, may be ſeen in the Author of a late 
Performance, intitled, The Life of Socrates, 
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It is this fort of men I am always in pain for, upon 
the breaking out of an Eccleſiaſtical War, which is ſeldom 
carried on but at a vaſt expence of Learning, and with 
a great variety of languages. To ſtand neuter, and be 
indifferent, is as much as their character is worth. To 
engage, they dare not ; for, alas! who can fight without 
weapons ? what do theſe young adventurers do in ſuch 
caſes of extremity? why, to ſave their credit, and rid 
their hands at once, they fling all up in a Pet; not only 
the merits of the preſent Controverſy, but even Chriſtia- 
nity itſelf, on which it is grounded, And indeed the 
event is no other, than what may naturally be expected 
from the men of this caſt. The good ſenſe of this age, 
if any there be, is all turned to Taſte. It is Taſte, that 
governs all; Common Senſe and plain Reaſon being 
grown, I ſuppoſe, too pedantic to have the management 
any longer. Now an undiſtinguiſhing averſion to Super- 
ſtition and Impoſture is, we know, one main Ingredient 
of the Taſte which prevails among this forlorn hope of 
mankind, It is very unlikely therefore, that they ſhould 
ſeparate realities from appearances, where both are pro- 
miſcuouſly blended ; or, amidſt the perplexity of a diſ- 
pute, ever bo able to diſtinguiſh what is genuine Chriſ- 
tianity, from what is not ſo, Hence the whole has, 
without examination, been often diſcarded as a Syſtem of 
Craft and Superſtition by ſuch empty Pretenders ; who, 
when they have been once looſe from the obligations of 


the Goſpel, have ſet up afterwards for themſelves, and 


been diſtinguiſhed under the Title and Profeſſion of Moral 


Philoſophers, A ſet of men, who, as far as I am able to 
B diſcern, 
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diſcern, from any of their performances, have not had 
ſenſe to conduct them in the impartial ſearch of any Truth 
whatſoever, nor even virtue to deſire it. 


There are others alſo, upon whom the labours of our 
Polemick Writers have not always wrought the happieſt 
influence : men of a ſedater turn, and to be found chiefly 
in thoſe little aſſemblies, which are erected on purpoſe to 
take in ſuch Books and Pamphlets as are the daily Pro- 
duce of a ſcribbling age. I ſuſpect this ſpecies of Readers 
to be very numerous: for, as far as my obſervation has 
reached, there are few Towns of any ſize in which one 
or more of theſe Societies is not formally eſtabliſhed, and 
conducted under certain regulations and laws. Controver- 
ſial Divinity is eagerly read here; and 'tis from thence, 
that the worthy members generally form a judgement of 
the preſent ſtate of Religion, and of the temper of thoſe 
who have the care and management of it. Great Authors 
indeed, ſuch as Dr CHArPMAN, the depth of whoſe eru- 
dition is unfathomable, and their meaning paſt finding out, 
may poſſibly diſdain to ſtoop fo low, nor condeſcend to 
have any regard to Readers of this ſtamp, whom theyare 
apt to conſider in an ordinary and contemptible light. 
But it is very certain, that many of them are men of good 
ſenſe and ſound judgement, who can eaſily diſcern truth 
from error, when it is not perplexed in Diſpute, and be- 
wildered with Learning ; and clearly determine, whether 
a man writes ſenſe or nonſenſe, if he writes but in a lan- 
guage they underſtand, and in terms which are intelligible. 
Nay, I had almoſt ſaid, more clearly than if they were 
really Scholars ; fince * have no peculiar ſyſtem of 
their 


1 
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their own to defend, and are probably free from ſuch pre- 
judices, as men of learning are for the moſt part liable to. 
However, they can obſerve, that our Polemick Divinity 
can never be ſubſervient to the advancement of true Reli- 
gion. Chriſtianity, they know, is an Inſtitution which 
is plain and obvious, adapted to the capacities of all man- 
kind, the meaneſt as well as the greateſt. And they na- 
turally ſuſpect it to be abuſed, and preverted to ends very 
different from thoſe which it was originally deſigned to 
ſerve, when they ſee ſo much learned pains neceſſary to 
explain it rightly. This they can obſerve, though they 
have not, as Dr CHAPMAN fays, ſpent their whole lives 
in the purſuit of erudition, nor penetrated the very vitals 
and marrow of all the learned languages (d): and I have 
heard ſeveral of theſe complain, That Religion ſeems now 
to want clearing as much from the Rubbiſh of Learning, 
as it did formerly from that of Superſtition (e. 


B 2 "Me 

(d) See page 28 of a curious Charge, delivered to the Clergy of the Arch- 
deaconry of Sudbury, at a Viſitation on May 12, 1746. By J. Charman D. D. 
(e) I ſhould be ſorry to infinuate any thing to the diſcredit of learning: as 

it would betray a great want of it in myſelf, as well as a great want of common 
ſenſe and judgement. It is of unqueſtionable uſe, and highly ſerviceable to the 
cauſe of Religion and Truth, when it happens to a man of real abilities, and 
is employed as it ſhould be. If therefore I have expreſſed myſelf againſt it 
with more diſguſt, than I ought, the Reader muſt candidly impute it to the 
Miſcellaneous Trafs of the ſame Dr Cxarman, mentioned above, which I 
have lately peruſed. One cannot ſpeak with patience of this, and all ſuch 


writers, whoſe conſtant practice it is, to perplex every ſubject they treat with 


Criticiſm and Citation; to produce names and authorities where reaſons are 


required; to bear down Fact and Experience with meer Hypotheſis and Syſ- 
tem ; and, upon the whole, inſtead of adorning, to deface the natural beauty 


of Truth, with what has only the appearance of it.—I look upon ſuch men as 
a real misfortune to the publick, as doing incredible miſchief among the un- 
diſcerning multitude, who admire them for being Scholars, as men reverence 
moſt what they leaſt underſtand ;" are apt therefore to conſider every thing 
which they advance, as the genuine dictates of ſound reaſon and pure reli- 
gion, though in the mean time perhaps it bears no reſemblance to either, 
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It is curious to ſee the effects which our Theological 
debates have upon this ſort of Readers; different indeed, 
as the tempers of men happen to vary, but reſulting pri- 
marily from one and the ſame cauſe; and that is, from a 
certain perplexity and confuſion which a Religious Contro- 
verſy never fails to create, among thoſe who are Strangers 
to the Principles by which a right judgement of the point 
in diſpute is to be regulated. I have known a man in this 
laborious and fluctuating ſtate, to grow pettiſh and impa- 
tient, as if he was reſolved to be trifled with no longer, 
From henceforward he has ſet off upon his own bottom, 
become his own guide, ſcorned any information from 
abroad, profeſſed to examine every thing himſelf; but, for 
want of a little knowledge and learning, to ſteer him in his 
reſearches, has been toſſed about with every vain fancy 
that roſe uppermoſt, and carried at length into a moſt for- 
lorn Scepticiſm. And what, I doubt, has contributed not 
a little to this, has been a certain vanity of being diſtin- 
guiſhed by his great ſagacity and inſight into things: for to 
appear diſſatisfied with any point which is commonly re- 
ceived, gives a man a wonderſul air of conſequence and 
ſignificancy among the unlearned ; though perhaps he can- 
not produce a ſingle reafon, on which his diſguſt is ground- 
ed (f). Others again, of a modeſter frame, and a more 
timorous diſpoſition, take a different rout: theſe, amidſt 
their perplexity, think it ſafeſt to adhere to what is ortho- 
dox and eſtabliſhed (g); preſuming to hg: 

2 ut 


YA vanity of this ſort ſeems to have produced a Cavss in the laſt age, 


(g) ——ad quamcung; ſumt diſciplinam quaſi tempeſtate delati, ad eam, tanquam 
d ſaxum, adbereſeunt, Toi. Acad, Quæſt. L. II. 
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but thankfully receiving all upon truſt ; and happy, if they 
can prevail with ſome able Syſtem-monger to be their 
Convoy in Spiritual affairs, and to guard their principles 
againſt the wiles of ſubtle diſputants to diſturb and unſettle 
them. Thus diſtreſſed, unhappy men are commonly dri- 
ven to extremes; ſome into Syſtem, and others into Scep- 
ticiſm; leaving the juſt Mean to be poſſeſſed by a few only, 
who have ſenſe and temper enough to conduct them to 


it (Y. 


We may form a general notion from hence, how Chriſ- 
tianity ſuffers, and its great ends become defeated, from 
the vain and unlawful wranglings of its Profeſſors. But 
neither is this all: Worſe miſchiefs, if poſſible, than theſe, 
ariſe from the very manner of our Religious Conteſts, and 
from the nature of thoſe arts, which are of allowed uſe in 
the management of them. A celebrated Father has ex- 
plained them without reſerve, as they were conſtantly 
practiſed by the Primitive Chriſtians, in their diſputes with 

the 


The Mean here referred to, is neither to run out into a licentious Scep- 
ticiſm, nor yet obſtinately to hold faſt a ſet of opinions, merely becauſe they 
happen, for the ſake of Peace and Unity, to be eſtabliſhed in a Country; but 
to give every point a fair and candid examination, and to determine our aſſent 
as reaſon and matter of fact ſhall lead us: ever careful, not to ſoar above our- 
ſelves, in matters too high for us, and then complain, that there is no ſuch 
thing as truth, becauſe we are not able to fix it; but to proportion our en- 
quiries to the extent of our capacities, and humbly acquieice /e far, when we 
are not permitted to proceed further. A man may /ultilize and refine, as a 
late Author has done, till he has left neither Senſe nor Meaning in any thing 
he treats of; and then palm himſelf upon the world for a profound Philoſo- 
pher, becauſe, forſooth, he is . unintelligible, But if that wonderful writer 
could have been content with a lain, common way of reaſoning upon ſubjects, 
he had not deluded himſelf ſo egregiouſly with his own Sophiſtry, but might 
have been both a better Philoſopher, and a better Chriſtian, Huwt's £/ay-, 
Vol. II. | 
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the Pagans; where, among other points, he informs us, 
how they uſed to diſtinguiſh betwixt the dogmatical and 
the agoniſtical ſtile; that in the firſt indeed, truth is the 
objeft aimed at, but in the ſecond nothing but victory; that 
Jmcerity therefore is neceſſary in the one, but art only in the 
other ; that in contending with an adverſary, a man is not 
confined to ſay what he thinks true, but what is neceſſary to 
| hrs cauſe, and may therefore catch up any words to throw at 
| him, which would beſt ſerve to knock him down. Theſe 
| notable maxims he goes on to ſupport, not only by the 
greateſt names among the Pagans, but alſo by the autho- 
rity and example of the earlieſt and moſt venerable Fathers. 
Origen, Methodius, Euſebius, and Apollinaris, have writ- 
ten many thouſand lines againſt Celſus and Porphyry: Do 
but obſerve, ſays he, «with what arguments, and what ſlip- 
pery problems, they baffle what was contrived againſt them by 
the Spirit of the Devil; and, becauſe they are ſometimes 
forced to ſpeak, they ſpeak not what they think, but what ts 
neceſſary againſt thoſe who are called Gentiles (7). Here we 
have a true Picture of the ancient Polemick Divinity, and 
of the method by which it was ſupported, drawn by a 
great Maſter, who was himſelf eminently verſed in it, and 
ſeems to think it neceſſary for all, who would diſpute with 
ſucceſs, That our modern Controverſialiſts have but too 
cloſely followed the precepts, and copied the example of 
this ancient Doctor, is very evident from their Works. In 
the mean time, I will venture to affirm, that ſuch arts as 
theſe, whatever they may contribute to victory, cannot 
but be greatly prejudicial to truth. Upon the ſtrength of 


theſe maxims, men ſtick at nothing which may ſerve to 
confirm 


{i) Hizzon, Op. T. IV. P. ii. Pag. 236. 
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confirm or weaken the point in diſpute; without giving 
themſelves time to conſider, whether what they advance 
be founded originally in fact or reaſon, or have relation to 
any foreign queſtion whatever. Hence it happens, that, 
warmed with zeal, and inflamed by oppoſition, they make 
no ſcruple to grant, deny, diſtinguiſh, evade, refine, or 
any thing elſe, which tends to ſupport thoſe particular ſyſ- 
tems they had undertaken to defend ; never regarding the 
influence ſuch a ſhift may have on Truth or Religion in 
general, nor aware that the Enemy was near at hand, who 
would afterwards call them to an account for every vain 
word. For the noiſe and hurry of a Controverſy is no ſoon- 
er over, than perhaps an artful Infidel, who has calmly 
attended to all that paſſed, ſuddenly appears; begins to 
draw Concluſions from Premiſes, which are ready to his 
hands, and, by the help of theſe, ſhall go near to unſettle 
the grounds of Chriſtianity itſelf. And thus the reſult of 
mighty battles, fought by dread Heroes, and flaming Cham- 
pions of the Chriſtian Faith, is nothing elſe but to furniſh 
out ſpoils for an Infidel-Byſtander to triumph in hereafter. 


After all, though I declare myſelf averſe to Religious 
diſputes, as well as to the Spirit which for the moſt part 
animates our Profeſſors in the management of them, be- 
ing perfectly convinced, that theſe have done more hurt to 
Chriſtianity than the united attacks of Infidels; yet I 
would be underſtood to mean, in regard to ſuch points 
only as are chiefly ſpeculative; ſuch as conſiſt of learned 
diſtinctions and ſubtle refinements, and which, inſtead of 
adding light and illuſtration to any thing obſcure, ſerve ra- 
ther to perplex and obſcure it the more, and to make it at 
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laſt unintelligible, But when men, deluded with a falſe 
notion of things, would exhibit Chriſtianity to mankind, 
different from what it really is, by engrafting upon it ſuch 
doctrines as are merely traditional, and the inventions of 
men only; or would impoſe upon others ſuch articles of 
Belief as cannot but ſhock the plain dictates of reaſon and 
common ſenſe ; or, laſtly, will ſubmit to defend Religion 
upon no principles but what muſt finally ſubvert it. 
theſe are the groſs effects of frantic zeal, and a moſt in- 
veterate ſuperſtition, and cannot be conſidered in an indif- 
ferent light. In ſuch caſes, it is the duty of every honeſt 
Chriſtian to interpoſe, and to do juſtice to his religion, 
by maintaining its purity againſt all attempts to deprave it, 
and by placing it upon its true and genuine foundation. 


I fell inſenſibly into theſe reflections, from what I had 
caſually obſerved in a late Controverſy, concerning the Mi- 
raculous Powers which are ſuppoſed to have ſubſiſted in 
the Primitive Church, after the times of the Apoſtles, It 
was ſet on foot by the famous Dr MibpLeToON, who, 
notwithſtanding they had preſerved their credit through 
ſeveral ſucceſſive generations, and were received as genu- 
ine by the greateſt part of Chriſtians, even of the preſent 


age, had entertained ſuſpicions of their being ſpurious, and 


nothing but the meer effects of fraud and impoſture, He 
has opened the queſtion at large, and publiſhed his reaſons 
in the Free Enquiry, This has given great offence, as if 
it tended to weaken the main evidences on which the 
truth of Chriſtianity depends, and alarmed the zeal of 
many pious Chriſtians, who have always been too apt to 
ſuſpect deſigns againſt true Religion, which have been le- 
yelled only at its greateſt enemy, Superſtition, 1 
* 
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My intention at preſent is, not to defend Dr Mipprr- 
TON (, or to determine poſitively upon the merits of the 
cauſe, but only to offer, in a curſory manner, a few plain 
reaſons to prove, that the being of Chriſtianity is no ways 


concerned in the event of this Inqurry ; and that the Mi- 


racks of the Goſpel may, and muſt be true, though the 
Miraculous Powers afterwards may be, and, in all proba- 
bility are falſe, I choſe to do this, now the heat of Con- 
troverſy is over, becauſe I would not be engaged in quar- 


rels; which I deteſt. I have no uncommon opinion of 
my own abilities; which however, be they what they will, 


may be exerted in any other province more innocently, as 


well as more to the advantage and benefit of my fellow- 
Creatures, 


(+) 1 would not defend Dr MippieTon, or any man, further than reaſon 
or matter of Fa& would bear me out. Indeed, I take his Propoſition, namely, 
That abe have no ſufficient reaſon to believe, upon the authority of the Primitive 
Fathers, that any Miraculous Powers awere continued to the Church, after the times 
of the Apoſtles, to be true: but yet I can never think of ſupporting it at the 
expence of their Moral characters, as Dr MippLeTox has ſometimes done, 
becauſe I have no reaſon to believe, that they would have been guilty of an 
Immoral action, knowing it to be Immoral. In this, I have the honour to 
agree with the Reverend Mr FxEDERriICk Tor, and the very learned Mr 
WARBURTON, See Julian, Introd. p. 40. The former of theſe Gentlemen has 
defended the Free Inquiry of Dr Mipro againſt two writers, who attacked 
it with great zeal; and, in the judgment of the Publick, has, within the com- 
paſs of two ſmall Pamphlets, cleared it from all the material exceptions, which 
they were able to make to it in twice as many Volumes, 
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OTHING has more obſtructed the progreſs 
of Dr MippLeToN's Free Inquiry, and made 
a ſtronger impreſſion to its diſadvantage, than 
a groundleſs filly notion, which prevailed among 
weak and undiſcerning men, that the Scheme of that per- 
formance was inſeparably connected with the fall of Chriſ- 
tianity; for that the ſame arguments, which were neceſ- 
fary to eſtabliſh the one, would, if puſhed to their full 
length, as effectually ſubvert the other. When the Dr 
formerly ſent abroad his Introductory Diſcourſe, which 
was only preparatory to this larger piece, and intended to 
explain the nature and deſign of it ; there aroſe great fears 
and jealouſies among Chriſtians of all denominations, as if 
he was about to uſher in a Work, which would gradually 
undermine, and finally overturn the very foundations of 
the Chriſtian Faith. Some did not ſcruple to charge it 
with a direct and open tendency to Deiſin: others indeed, 
were inclined to treat it with more moderation, as not 
C2 perceiy- 
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perceiving, and therefore hoping, that it might not be 
attended with ſuch terrible conſequences ; but yet, even 


_ theſe thought it but-prudent to ſuſpend their judgement, 


and not to be too ſecure, for fear a Snake ſhould be found 
at laſt /urking in the Grafs. 


Thus men ſtood affected, when the Free Inquiry was 
now to make its appearance. It is eaſy to gueſs at the re- 
ception it would meet with; which indeed, was but an- 
ſwerable to theſe prejudices, which were already conceiv- 
ed againſt it. For it was no ſooner publiſhed, than it drew 
upon it the rage and fury of ſome, raiſed violent ſuſpicions 
in others, and, inſtead of having that good effect on Pro- 
teſtantiſm, whoſe intereſt it was cheifly contrived to ſerve, 
alarmed the whole Chriftian world. Many rejected it at 
the firſt ſight, others were unwilling to examine it, and a 
few, who had the courage to look into it, did it however 
with that fear and trembling, as if they expected to ſee 
the ruin of Chriſtianity in every period. Such a bigoted 
and ſuſpicious turn of temper, blinds the Underſtanding 
from diſcerning, as well as hardens the heart againſt con- 
viction; and a man, who enters upon a Diſquiſition of 
any fort i in a humour like this, is as incapable of perceiv- 
ing, as of ſubmitting to the Truth, 


For my own part, when firſt I took Dr MipprRTox's 
Book into my hands, I was extreamly pleaſed with the 
Scheme and Intent of it; as it propoſed to ſettle the Con- 
troverſy betwixt us and the Papiſts, upon that true and pro- 
per foundation, where every ſenſible Proteſtant muſt wiſh 
to ſee it fixed; and allo, to free Mankind from an inveterate 

Impoſture, 
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Impoſture, which has diſgraced the religion of the Goſpel, 
and tyrannized over the ſenſes of the Chriſtan world thro' 


ſeveral ſucceſſive ages. As I proceeded in the peruſal of 


it, many reaſons occurred, why I ſhould wiſh its ſucceſs, 
but none why I ſhould fear it. And, I truſt, this un- 
concern, at a time when all around me were in a panick, 
did not proceed from a diſregard or indifference about the 
welfare of Chriſtianity, which is the ſource of every hope, 
that is worthy of a man ; but from a full and well-grounded 
conviction, that it ſtood firm of itſelf, and that the mira- 
cles of the Goſpel were ſafe, whatever became of the mi- 
racles afterwards. Nay, I may venture to affirm, fafer ; 
for I have been ever of opinion, that theſe iraculous pow- 
ers, as well as many other points of equal importance, are 
ſo far from being ſubſidiary proofs of the Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as ſome affect to call them, that they 
ought rather to be eſteemed as ſo many ſtains or blemiſhes, 
corrupting its purity, and defacing its genuine beauty and 
ſimplicity. They have often put me in mind of thoſe 
Spots, which Aſtronomers have diſcovered with their 
glaſſes upon the ſurface of the Sun: incruſted droſſy mat- 
ter, which may indeed tarniſh the luſtre, and weaken the 
{ſplendor of that luminary, but was never thought to add 
any real force to its heat and efficacy. I cannot but con- 
ſider the miraculous powers in the ſame view with theſe 
Solar Spots: they reſemble each other in a great variety 
of circumſtances, and are however exactly alike in this, 
that, as Ruſts upon Metal, inſtead of raiſing and improv- 
ing, they only debaſe their originals, 


I am ſenſible, that many of the advocates for the mr a- 
eulous powers do not inſiſt upon them, as abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary 


- —— = = — — — 
—— 222 2 * 
6 


22 CURSORY ANIMADVERSIONS, Sc. 


ſary to the ſupport of Chriſtianity, Dr CHR cn, the 
moſt ſanguine of them all, and a flaming champion in 
the defence of Primitive Antiquity, freely owns, that the 
Goſpet-Miracles are a ſufficient foundation of the Chriſtian 
Faith, thouga we had no account at all of any ſubſequent 
Miracles, or none at leaſt, which we could either vindicate 
or approve, He declares, that there is no reaſon to put the 
Miracles of the three finſt ages upon a level with theſe of the 
Goſpel, or to ſuppoſe them neceſſary to ſtrengthen the ground 
and foundation of Chriſtianity ; which, ſays he, lands ſure, 
and ever will do ſo upon thoſe of our Saviour and his Apoſ- 
= - tles (a). Dr STEBBING alſo, who, in his Obſervations 
en the Introductory Diſcourſe, gave an early teſtimony of 
1 his zeal in favour of the miraculous powers, aſſerts poſitive- 
| ly, that if no Miracles had been wrought, except thoſe of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the foundation of Chriſtianity b 
would have been equally ſecure. When the Apoſtles died, | ? 
ſays he, the whole ſyſtem of faith was ſealed up as compleat a 
and perfect; and as no other faith was afterwards to be 
admitted, ſo if no Miracles had afterwards been wrought, 
the foundation of Chriſtianity would have been equally ſecure. 
So that, ſay the very worſt you can ſay, that there is not ſo 
much as one Miracle upon record, ſince the days of the Apoſ= 
tles, which is ſufficiently atteſted ; what has Chriſtianity to 
do wwith this? Nothing ; for Chriſtianity ſtands not upon 
New Miracles, but upon the Old ones (b). It is here grant- 
ed by two of the moſt zealous advocates for miraculous 
powers, that the Miracles of the Goſpel were ſufficient of 
themſelves to eſtabliſh and ſupport the Chriſtian Faith, 
not only at the time when they were wrought, but in all 
| ages 


(=) Vindication, &c. Page 15, 42. () Page 30, 32. 
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ages of the world afterwards. And this ſurely furniſhes 


the ſtrongeſt preſumption that can be imagined, againſt 
any future Miracles, all which muſt needs appear ſuper- 
fluous and unneceſſary, and therefore very different from 
the ways of the Almighty, who does not uſe to work 
Miracles upon every trifling occaſion, either to force the 
obſtinacy of thoſe who do not believe, or to humour the 
prejudices of thoſe who do, 


Theſe Writers however, though they do not ſpeak. of 
the Miraculous Powers as the fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
would yet conſider them as highly neceſſary to guard and 
protect it after it was eſtabliſhed; outworks and barrica- 
does, as they would call them, which might more effec- 
tually ſecure it from the attacks of a foreign enemy. But 
this is all meer fancy and opinion, grounded on no real bot- 
tom, but flowing immediately from that ſpirit of ſyſtema- 
tizing, which makes every thing neceſſary or otherwile, for 
no other reaſon, but that they are previouſſy diſpoſed to thinł 
it ſo. The Chriſtian Religion, as we have ſeen, reſts ſecurely 
upon the miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Theſe are the 


rock it is founded on, and this rock is of itſelf immoveable. 


What have we to do then with out-works and barricadoes, 
as it were, to Chriſtianity, which of itſelf is allowed to ſtand 
on ſo firm a rock, that no power upon earth, nor even 
the gates of hell, ſhould ever be able to prevail againſt it? 
The previous ſuppoſition therefore of the neceſlity of 
the Miraculous Powers, as far as it is of force to determine 
either way, lies ſtrongly againſt their ever ſubſiſting at all; 
and from this I might declaim more plaufibly againſt 
them, than their advocates could for them, But I ſhall 


always: 


believers to be found, than in any other part of the Chriſ- 
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always avoid this arbitrary and preſumptive way of reaſon- 
ing, as being founded only in Theory and Hypotheſis, 
and which, when it is encouraged, will ever obſtru& our 
inquiries in the ſearch of truth. This ſtrange liberty of aſ- 
ſerting or denying in any caſe, purely becauſe it has ſeemed 
fit and reaſonable, has been the chief ſource of error in 
Religion as well as Science; and from it, as from its ge- 
nuine parent, may be traced almoſt all that extravagant 


nonſenſe, which, in every age, has ſo frequently diſgraced 
both. 


But though the Religion of the Goſpel can never ſuffer, 
while it reſts upon the Miracles of the Goſpel, yet it may 
very eaſily, when it is made to reſt alſo upon the Miracu- 
lous Powers afterwards. „Truth indeed 1s not Falſhood, by 
being mixed and blended,it, no more than a good man is 


bad, becauſe he may happen to be found in bad company ; 


but from hence it becomes naturally ſuſpected, and muſt 
therefore loſe much of that force and conviction, which 
it would have had over the minds of men, while it re- 
mained in its genuine purity. Thus I can never be brought 
to diſbelieve or doubt the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
becauſe I know it to reſt upon Miracles which were un- 
queſtionably wrought. But when I am told, that its 
truth is connected with, and depends likewiſe upon the 
reality of Miraculous Powers ſubſiſting afterwards, my be- 
lief is then conſiderably weakened and impaired, becauſe 
the evidence for theſe Powers is very doubtful and ſuſ- 
picious, and far from convincing any rational inquirer. 
It is obſerved, that in Taly there are more Deiſts and Un- 


tian 
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tian world; which perhaps may ſeem very ſingular in a Coun- 
try where Religion is in all her pomp and glory, and where 
the celebration of feſtivals, and the performance of ſacred 
rites, make up the great buſineſs of both Clergy and Laity. 
Yet it cannot be wondered at, when it is conſidered, that, 
the Pope's Infallibility, many. of their groſſeſt Ceremonies, 
and even Tranſubſtantiation itſelf (c), are declared to be 
eſſential parts of the Chriſtian Religion, When men are 
preſſed with theſe and the like doctrines, and taught to 
look upon them as equally neceſſary, and of equal au- 
thority with the reſt, it is but too natural for them to fling 
up the whole; ſince they are not permitted to embrace any 
part, without embracing alſo ſuch points, as muſt needs 
ſhock the faith of every man, who does not firſt diſcard 
the teſtimony of his ſenſes (d). The effect will always be 
the ſame, even in Proteſtant Countries, when perſons of 


more zeal than judgement will needs engage the very be- 


ing of Chriitianjty, inthe ſupport of ſome favorite Syſtem 
which they are unwilling to give up, and which yet no 
man of ſenſe can poſſibly ſubſcribe to. | 

'D In 


(c) Remember, I pray, Averroes his ſaying, Quandoquidem Chriſtiani ado- 
rant quod comedunt, fit anima mga cum Philoſophis; and conſider the farms 
of Atheiſts in Italy, and then tell me, whether your unreaſonable and contradic- 


Jious doctriges, your forged Miracles ang counterfeit Legends, have not in all proba- 
bility produced this effet ? ſays Mr CyilLLIinowoRTH in his Conference with 
Mr Lgeweas, 6 


(4) The imbaſing of Chriſtianity with doctdnes contrived for ends meerly 
ſecular, has contributed not a little to the grazyth of Deiſn, and is mentioned 
as 2 prime motive, which induced a Prince of our own formerly to embrace 
it: whoſe quickneſs of apprehenſion, as a fine Author obſerves, at firſt view could 
fiſcern through the ſeveral cheats of pious pretentes; and his natural laxingſi con- 
firmed him in an equal miſtruſt of them all, for fear he ſhould be troubled with 
£Xemiging which Religion vas beſt, 

Duke of Buckixcnam's Character of CHarLEs II. 
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In this light we plainly perceive, that the miraculous 
powers are rather hurtful to the Chriſtian cauſe, which is 
in reality ſubverted, under a pretence of being ſtrengthen- 


ed by them; and that men, inſtead of growing better be- 


lievers by reaſon of them, may be brought at length to 


believe nothing at all, So far therefore they tend to make 


us Deiſts. But they have alſo a different tendency : for 
by admitting Miracles to have been wrought in any age 
after Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we ſhall unavoidably be 
hampered in a ſeries of them, from that age down to the 
preſent. The evidence for them is the ſame through every 


ſucceeding generation ;* and the certainty of their being 
wrought, confirmed by the authority and teſtimony of 


the moſt pious, learned, and judicious writers in all. Here 
then we ſhall be entangled in a difficulty, from which we 


cannot extricate ourſelves ; and have no conſiſtent method 


of acting left us, but by either rejecting all, or admitting 
all, and conſequently thoſe, which the Papiſts pretend to 
work at this very hour, in confirmation of their Church 
and doctrines. This Dr MippLEToN has undeniably 
ſhewn; and to this no convincing anſwer has yet been, or, 
in my humble opinion, can be given. 


The Anſwerers however in the late Controverſy, to- 
whom nothing ſeems difficult, when there is a Syſtem to 
be maintained, have pretended to ſettle this point, and to. 
determine, how long the miraculous powers actually ſub- 
fiſted in-the Church, and when they were finally with- 
drawn. But how? why, not by preciſely ſtating the na- 
ture and circumſtances of each Miracle, and then *** 
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from the merits of the evidence on which it is grounded, 
which is the only right method of proceeding; but by re- 
curring, as uſual, to the old argument a priori, and de- 
ducing their reality from the previous ſuppoſition of their 
neceſſity. ©* The Miraculous Powers, ſay they, ſubſiſted, 
„ during the Three Firſt Ages of the Church, and ceaſed. 


“ in the reign of Conſtantine, when the Empire became. 


« Chriſtian.” And this they fancy very reaſonable and 
fitting, becauſe Chriſtianity had then acquired a Protec- 


tion from the Civil Authority, and ſtood no longer in 


need of ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtances (e). But this is whol- 
ly an arbitrary Hypotheſis. For I aſk, What need there 


was of extraordinary afliſtances until even that period? 
Was it likely to ſink without them? Were not its origi- 


nal Miracles foundation enough to ſupport it? Perhaps it 
may be urged, that they were neceſſary, as they enabled 
the primitive Chriſtians more eaſily to over-rule the in- 
yeterate prejudices both of the Jews and Gentiles, and to 
bear up againſt the diſcouraging ſhocks of popular rage and. 
perſecution, which they were taught to expect in thoſe 
early ages of the Church. But then, Why were they not 
as neceflary in all ages of perſecution fince, and particular- 

D 2 ly 


( e) It has been uſual with the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to evince the Di4 


Finity of it, from the circumſtances of its Propagation, which they have never 


Failed to repreſent, as it really was, Miraculous, before it had gained any 
ſanction from the powers upon earth: And the famous ATTERBURY has two fine 
Diſcourſes upon this very ſubject. But, allowing Miraculous Powers to have 
Jubſiſted in the Church, and to have been conſtantly exerted among Chriſtians, 
.down to that period, the force of this proof is at once vaniſhed, and ſunk ints 
nothing ; for it is certainly a matter of no great wonder, that a Religion ſhould 
make its way, and triumph over all oppoſition, when the Almighty himſelf 


3s ſaid to interpoſe, and, as it were, to keep his wr poi petua!ly bare in the 
Jupport of it. 
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ly in our own Country, during the Reformation under 
Queen Mary; when, it is certain, that the Proteſtants 
were perſecuted as ſeverely, and put to as fiery a trial, as 
the ancient Chriſtians could poſſibly be? 


There is ſtill another plea urged for the Miraculous 
Powers, and what indeed the Primitive Writers, who at- 
teſt them, lay a principal ſtreſs upon, and declare to be the 
prime cauſe of their being continued to the Church, and 
that is, the Converſion of the Pagans. I his however, if 
it is admitted, cannot but diſcredit tne Miracles of the 


_ Goſpel; as it muſt intimate a ſuſpicion, that they were 


not ſufficient of themſelves to ground a Revelation upon, . 
but that others were likewiſe- neceſſary to eſtabliſh its cre- 
dit, and procure it a reception in the world. But what- 
ever reaſons may be gathered from hence, in favour of their 
ſubſiſting then, the ſame will continue in their full force, to 
prove it through every ſucceeding age down to the preſent. 
Are not a great part of mankind Heatbheniſb at this very 
hour? And are not the greateſt part of thofe who are not 
Heatheniſh, Popiſh? Why therefore are not Miracles as 
neceſſary now, for the Converſion of the one, and the Re- 
formation of the other, to the pure and uncorrupted Re- 
ligion of the Goſpel, as they. ever were for this, or any 
other purpoſe, in the firſt ages of the Church? And thus, 
if a man, who fancies that he diſcerns a reaſon for the 
Miraculous Powers of thoſe ages, in which they are ſup- 
poſed to have actually ſubſiſted, would but extend that 
reaſon, and try if it be not of equal force, to prove them 
in ages alſo when they were confeſſedly ceaſed, it would at 


once convince him of his error in this point, and of that 
unſafe 
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unſafe method of arguing from ſuppoſition only, Which 
makes things to be, or not to be, for no other reaſon, but 

becauſe it ſeems neceſſary. A way of reaſoning deſtructive. 
of all truth; which has excluded both Matter and Spirit 

from the world in their turns, and reduced us to our Pri- 

mitive Nothing, and all to ſerve ſuch Hypotheſes, as no- 

thing but an enthuſiaſtic Imagination could ſuggeſt, or Rea- 

ſon in her moſt depraved moments invent. 


It is plain therefore, that no Arguments can be drawn 
in favour of the Miraculous Powers, during the three firſt 
Centuries, from the previous fuppoſition of their neceſſity ; 
| becauſe none, but what, if puſhed to their full length, 
will equally prove their continuance through every ſuc- 
ceeding age. Our next ſtep is to examine the nature of 
theſe Miracles, and the circumſtances of each; that is, to 
try the facts themſelves, and the force and merits of that 
evidence on which they are grounded, and on which their 
credibility and reception muſt ultimately depend. This is 
indeed the only method of proceeding, where a matter of 
fact is concerned, and without which, all our inquiries 
will be vain. and fruitleſs. Fer, as Dr MipplETON has 
juſtly obſerved, it is exceedingly raſh and preſumptuous iu 
men, to form arguments ſo peremptorily, upon the ſuppoſed 
neceſſity. or propriety of a divine interpoſition in this or that 
particular caſe ; and decide upon the views and motives of 
the Deity, by the narrow conception, of human reaſon, 
Whereas, ſays. he, the whole which the wit of man can polſi- 
bly diſcover, either of the ways or will of the Creator, mu/t 
be acquired by a contrary method; not by imagining vainly 
within our ſelves, what may be proper or improper for him to 
40; but by looking abroad, and contemplating what he has 

actually 
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actually done (f). Let us proceed therefore upon this 


plan, and examine what evidence there is for theſe After- 
Miracles, deducible from the nature and circumſtances of 
the facts themſelves; of which, however, we ſhall be bet- 
ter able to Judge, if we conſider only in the firſt place, 


how totally different it is from that which ſupports the 
Miracles of the Goſpel. 


* Now,” to borrow the language of a fine writer, as 
far as Miracles can evince the Divinity of a Religion, the 
<© pretenſions of Chriſtianity are confirmed by the evi- 
* dence of ſuch, as, of all others on record, are the leaſt li- 
<* able to exception, and carry the cleareſt marks of their 
* ſincerity; being wrought by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
« for an end ſo great, ſo important, and ſo univerſally be- 


A 


<c 


c 


the Deity; and wrought by the miniſtry of mean and 
ſimple men, in the open view of the people, as the teſ- 
timonial of that divine miſſion to which they pretended, 
and delivered to us by eye-witnefſes, whoſe honeſt cha- 
* racters exclude the ſuſpicion of fraud, and whoſe know- 
< ledge of the facts which they relate, ſcarce admits the 
e probability of a miſtake (g. This is the genuine na- 
ture of that evidence, on which the Miracles of the Goſ- 
pel are grounded, as it is explained and declared to us in 
the Canon of the Holy Scriptures. On the contrary, the 
Miracles ſaid to have been wrought afterwards, were all 
of ſuch a nature, and performed in ſuch a manner, as muſt 
neceſſarily inject a ſuſpicion of fraud and impoſture. They 
were not only vain and unneceſſary, but, generally ſpeak- 
in 

(/) MippLetox's Preface to Free Inquiry, Page 22, (8) 3 

cauiſe, Page 94. 
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cc 


neficial, as to be highly worthy of the interpoſition of 
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ing, ſo trifling alſo, as to excite nothing but contempt, and 

inſtead. of advancing the real intereſts of Chriſtianity, 
tended rather to confirm the idleſt of all errors and ſuper- 
ſtitions. Then they were wrought, not by men divinely 
commiſſioned, in the open view of the people, but by all 
Chriſtians in general, by Boys, Women, and ſometimes 
Laymen, of even a bad character; and in fo clandeſtine a a 
manner, that they could not poſſibly affect, much leſs con- 
firm the ends, for which they are pretended to have been 


. wrought. And laſtly, they are delivered to us, not by 


Apoſtles and eye-witneſſes, but by a credulous ſet of men, 
who neither affirm that they ſaw them wrought, nor were 
themſelves endued with a power of working any; and, in 
ſhort, whoſe characters, though good and exemplary in 
the main, will however, upon trial, be found to furniſh 
out a variety of circumſtances, which render their evidence 
ſuſpicious in the caſe before us (þ). 


Here then, let me beſeech the gentle reader, to pauſe a 
moment, and tell me freely from his heart, whether from. 
this ſummary view only of the evidence on which both 
theſe kinds of miracles are grounded, he cannot clearly diſ- 
cern a difference; nay, and a difference too which muſt 
tend greatly to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh the miracles of the 
Goſpel, though it utterly overturn the credit of thoſe after- 
wards; and whether the one may not probably be falſe, 
while the other remain inconteſtibly true. The warmeſt 
zealot in this caſe muſt grow extravagant, and quite out-do 
himſelf, who will not ſuffer a man to doubt, and even 
reject theſe later Miracles, without obliging him at the 


ſame 


(2) See all this opened at large in Dr Mipprrox's Free Inquiry, 
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ſame time, to reject thoſe of the Goſpel, This is puſhing 
him over to the enemy with a vengeance; and it is well, 
if ſuch uſage as this has not made many a deſerter out of 
Spite, who would never have been one out of Principle. 
But as this perhaps may ſeem too general a view of the 
matter, to form any judgment from, let us purſue our in- 
quiries a little further, and attend carefully to ſome of 
thoſe particular circumſtances, which excite the ſtrongeſt 
ſuſpicion of fraud in the Miraculous Powers, yet cannot, 
with any propriety, he applied to the Miracles of the 
Goſpel; one or two of which I ſhall juſt mention, in or- 
der to explain and confirm what I am now advancing, 


The FiRsT and principal Argument againſt the Mirg- 
eulous Powers, ariſes from the conſideration of the Perſons 
who are ſaid to be endued with them, and by whom they 
were chiefly exerted. In ſearching after them, it would 
be natural to apply to the moſt eminent perſonages of an- 
tiquity, who were the prime-Leaders and Champions of 
the Chriſtian cauſe in thoſe days; the Paſtors, Biſhops, 
and Martyrs of the Primitive Church: and if they were 
nat to be found here, we ſhould think it in vain to look 
elſewhere, but conclude at once, that they were nothing 
but the meer effect of fraud and impoſture. Vet none of 
theſe venerable Fathers have any where affirmed, that 
they tbemſelves were endued with any power of working Mi- 
racles, but declare only in general, that ſuch Powers were 
actually ſubfiſting in their days, and openly exerted in the 
Church; that they had often ſeen the wonderful effect. of 
them, and that every body elſe might ſee the ſame, whenever 
they pleaſed, But as to the Perſons who wrought | hes 

if ey 
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they leave us ſtrangely in the dark: for inſtead of ſpeciſy- 


ing their names, conditions, or characters, their general 
ſtile is, Such and ſuch works are done among us, or by us; 
by our people; by a few; by many; by our Exorciſts; by ig- 
norant Laymen, Women, Boys, and any fimfle Chriſtian 
whatever ; but in the particular caſe of caſting out Devils, 
ORIGEN expreſly ſays, that it was performed generally by 
Laymen (i), Thus theſe Primitive Chiefs, upon whoſe 
teſtimony are grounded, and from whoſe writings are col- 
lected all the accounts of theſe extraordinary gifts, have 
unwarily betrayed themſelves; and though they have con- 
fidently aſſerted, and aſcribed them in ſo plentiful a man- 


ner to every Chriſtian in common, have ſhewn however, 


that they themſelves poſſeſſed them not. 


For inſtance; the Gift of expounding the Scriptures, or, 


as IRENEUs expreſſes it, the myſteries of Ged, was ever 


reckoned among the extraordinary Gifts of thoſe early 
times; and yet, whoever is in the leaſt acquainted with 
the writings of thoſe very perſons who record it, will be 
ſo far from thinking their expoſitions of Scripture ſuper- 
natural or inſpired, that they can ſeem nothing elſe, but 
the pure flights of an enthuſiaſtic fancy and heated brain, 
which no man in his ſober ſenſes could miſtake for divine 
revelations (. This wretched manner of interpreting the 
Scriptures, which prevailed ſo notoriouſly in the early 
Ages of the Church, has obliged the Advocates of the 
Miraculous Powers to exclude this Gift out of the number, 
and to deny, that any claim to it was ever made by the 
Primitive Chriſtians, But ſin2ly, nothing leſs than the 

E ſerving 


i) Free Inquiry, Page 22, ( Ibid, Page 30. 
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ſerving an Hypotheſis, could have driven men to ſo deſ- 
perate a ſhift, as to deny what is ſo frequently atteſted in 
the cleareſt terms imaginable, it being expreſly aſſerted by 
Inxx Rus, claimed eſpecially by Jus rix, and affirmed by 
GREGORY the wonder-worker, to have been poured out 
in the largeſt meaſure upon his maſter OxIEN (/). But 
if the atteſtation of this gift was as dubious as it is certain, 
or if, in ſhort, it did not ſubſiſt at all, let us reflect only, 
how unreaſonable it is to ſuppoſe a man ſupernaturally in- 
dued, or qualified for working any Miracle whatever, and, 
at the ſame time, capable of expounding the Scriptures in 
fo childiſh, abſurd, and nonſenſical a manner, as theſe very 


Fathers have done, I appeal to the works of Jus TIN 
MARTYR. 


Another Gift which is ſaid to have flouriſhed in thoſe 
times, is the raiſing of the dead. This IRENEvs declares to 
have been frequently performed on neceſſary occaſions ; and 
that men, ſo raiſed, had lived afterwards among them many 
years. And yet, in the very ſame age, when one AuTo- 
LICUS, an eminent Heathen, challenged his friend THE- 
oPHILUs, Biſhop of Antioch, a Convert and Champion of 
the Goſpel, to ſhew him but one perſon who had been 
raiſed from the dead, on the condition of turning Chriſtian 
himſelf upon it; Throrhirlus diſcovers by his anſwer, 
that he was not able to give him that ſatisfaction (m). A 
fare proof of the falſity of their claim to this Gift, when 
a prime Leader and eminent Biſhop among them, could 
neither raiſe the dead himſelf, nor produce a ſingle inſtance 
of its having been done, though challenged to it by his 


0 friend, 
(7) Mipprxron's Vindication, &c. Page 46, &c. (m) Free Inquiry, Page 
13» 74 8 
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friend, whom he was labouring to convert, and who of- 
fered to be converted upon the proof of that fact. This 
cannot but excite the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion, and blaſt, in a 
great meaſure, the credit of this Miracle, which, it is 
plain, could not be wrought at a time, and upon an occa- 
ſion that moſt of all required it; for the Converſion of the 
Pagans is the main plea, on which the reality of the Mi- 
raculous Powers is grounded, and for which they are pre- 


tended to have ſubſiſted ſo long in the Primitive Church, 
after the times of the Apoſtles. 


The Gift of Tongues is claimed alſo by the Primitive 
Chriſtians, as the moſt neceſſary of all others to the Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel; and Irexevs affirms it to have 
been indulged to many in his days: But it is evident, that 
this primitive Biſhop, who aſcribes it ſo liberally to others, 
was in great want of it himſelf, for the propagation of the 
Goſpel in his own Dioceſe, among the Celtæ, or Garwuls : 
where, he ſays, it was not the leaſt part of his trouble, that 
be was forced to learn the language of the country, a rude 
and barbarous dialect, before he could do any good upon 
them (n). It is alſo remarkable of this Gift, as well as the 
former, that they both ſtand upon the ſingle teſtimony of 
IRENEus, without the leaſt notice or mention of them in 
any ſucceeding writer, through the three firſt Centuries: 
A circumſtance of a very ſingular nature, and which ſug- 
geſts a violent preſumption againſt their ever ſubſiſting at 
all; ſince it is ſcarce poſſible to conceive, but that if ſuch 
extraordinary Miracles, as that of raiſing the dead, had 
been ſo frequently wrought as they are pretended to have 


E 2 been, 
(n) Free Inquiry, Page 119, 120. 
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been, they muſt have made a great noiſe in the world, and 
been celebrated, not only by the Primitive Fathers, but 


by all the hiſtorians and writers of thoſe times. 


Thus have I ſelected Three Principal Gifts, and pro- 
duced an inſtance from each of them, in order to ſhew, 
that thoſe very perſons who atteſt them, and beſtow them 
ſo freely upon others, were themſelves entirely deſtitute 
of them. The caſe is exactly the fame in all the reſt; 
where thoſe, whom it would be reaſonable to ſuppoſe the 
moſt eminently endued, make not the leaſt claim to them, 
but aſcribe them always, either to the Chriſtian People in 
general, or to mean and illiterate Laymen, Women, and 
Boys. Here, ſays Dr Mipplrrox, we ſee à diſpenſation 
of things, aſcribed to God, quite different from that which 
we meet with in the New Teſtament, For in thoſe days, the 
power of working Miracles was committed to none but the 
Apoſtles, and to a few of the moſt eminent of the other Diſ- 
ciples, who were particularly commiſſioned to propagate the 
Goſpel, and prefide in the Church of Chriſt ; but in the fol- 
lowing ages, we find the adminiſtration of them committed, 
not to the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, to the Biſhops, the Mar- 
tyrs, or the principal Champions of the Chriſtian cauſe, but 
to Boys, to Women, and above all, to private and obſcure 
Laymen, not only of an inferior, but ſometimes alſo, of a 
bad character (0). | 


A $sEcoNnD Argument againſt the Miracles afterwards, 
is deducible from the reception, which thoſe who pretend- 


ed to work them, never failed to meet with, The Mi- 
racles. 


(o) Free Inquiry, Page 24, 25. 
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racles themſelves were ſtifly denied, and the Workers of 
them always charged with fraud and impoſture by their 
adverſaries, Inſtead of Miraculous Powers, exerted in the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, or for any good purpoſe whatever, 
they were conſidered only as the tricks of crafty impoſtors, 
ſtrolling underworkers, who, by a dexterity of juzgling, im- 
poſed upon the credulity of the pious Fathers, whoſe flrong 
prejudices, and ardent zeal, would diſpoſe them to embrace, 
without examination, whatever ſeemed to promote ſo good a 
cauſe (p. This, I fay, was conſtantly charged upon 
them by Cxcilivs, Lucian, and Celsus, and cannot 
but greatly ſhake their credit with thoſe, who conſider that 
theſe adverſaries, and, in particular, this fame Cxrsvs, 
however he might laugh at the Miracles of his own time, 
yet did not venture to deny thoſe of our Saviour ; but al- 
lowed them to be certain facts, and imputed them, as 
his Pagan principles led him, to the power of Magic (9). 
Now it is very ſurpriſing, that CeLsvs ſhould admit of 
Miracles, wrought an age or two before, whoſe certainty 
might have been queſtioned, at leaſt with a better grace; 
and yet, make no ſcruple to reject others, which were 
affirmed to be wrought daily on all ſides of him; where 
he was liable to be ſo eaſily confuted, and ſilenced every 
moment of his life, by even ocular demonſtration. To 
what is this ſtrange conduct to be aſcribed, but to that great 
diſparity of evidence, on which theſe two forts of Miracles 
ſtood; which aſſured him, that the one mult certainly be 
true, though the other could not be ſo; and obliged him 
therefore, after the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny he could make, to ad- 


mit theſe as genuine and indiſputable _ but to reject 
the 


(p) Free Inquiry, Page 26, 24+ ( Ontcen contra CELsuM, paſiim.. 
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the other, as nothing elſe but the plain effects of forgery 


and impoſture. 


LASTLY, I ſhall mention one more circumſtance, but 
a very material one, and ſufficient, even of itſelf, to detect 
the weakneſs and vanity of that general claim, which has 
been made to the Miraculous Powers; and it is, that none 
of their defenders have been able to inform us, how long 
they actually ſubſiſted in the church, and when they were 
finally withdrawn, A Polemic Writer indeed, may treat 
this queſtion with contempt, and tell us, as Dr STEBBING 
has done, that 7f is @ point of no concern at all to us (Y. 
But we may reply with Dr MipDLEToON, and affirm, that 
he who can ſpeak this ſeriouſly, muſt act, not only in con- 
tradiction to his own principles, but to reaſon and common 
ſenſe, and betray a great want either of judgment, or fince- 
rity (s). What? Can any man require my belief of Mi- 
racles, after the times of the Apoſtles, and yet refuſe to 
inform me, what theſe Miracles are, and how far I am to 
extend this belief? To ſay that Miracles ceaſed in the 
Reign of ConsTANTINE, upon the converſion of the Im- 
perial City to the Faith ; that the Church ſtood in no long- 
er need of their ſupport, after it gained the protection of 
the Civil Authority; or, that frauds and impoſtures were 
more frequent in the beginning of the Fourth Century, 
the Church, as St IE ROM ſays, having then loſt as much of 
Her virtue, as it had gained of power and wealth (t), is de- 
claiming only from an Hypotheſis which is not true, nor 
has any foundation in either reaſon or fact. For, as I 


have 


(r) Obſervations on the Introduction, Page 25. (+) Free Inquiry, Preface 
to, Page 18. () Opera, Tom. II. Part II. Page 91. 


CURSORY ANIMADVERSIONS, &c. 39 


have obſerved above, there can be no cauſe aſſigned for the 


continuance of theſe Miracles before that period, but what 
will as forcibly evince it afterwards. Then as to any 


corruption which may have crept into the Church, how- 
ever it might contribute to a ceſſation of Miracles in ge- 
neral, yet it can no ways affect the credit of thoſe particu- 
lar men who atteſt them, whoſe characters were as unex- 
ceptionable, and who were remarkable for as much piety, 
integrity, and learning, as the earlieſt writers of the firſt 
and pureſt Ages. And accordingly we find, that Divines 
have always conſidered them in this light, when it has 
ſerved their own private purpoſes. 'Thus Dr CHAPMAN 
ſtrenuouſly maintains the Miracles of SVMEON STYLITES, 
which were wrought about the middle of the fifth Cen- 
tury ; and declares, that 7o reje# them is to deſtroy the faith 
of Hiſtory (u). Dr BERRIMAN has alſo written an ela- 
borate defence of another Miracle, wrought about the lat- 
ter end of it, in confirmation of the Athanaſian doctrine, 
and as incredible, as any recorded in the Popiſh Le- 
gends (w). But now, if Dr MrpppeToN, or any one 
elſe, ſhould aſk, Why thoſe writers, who make mention 
of the Athanaſian Miracle, ſhould not command our aſſent 
alſo, when they relate other Miracles as equally certain? 
or, Why the many other Miracles, which are as clearly 
atteſted by THEODORET, as thoſe of SVMEON STYLITES, 
ſhould not be received as equally genuine; he would be 
told perhaps, that there was no neceſſity to ſuppoſe them 
ſo; that it was a point which did not at all concern us; or 
ſome ſuch evaſive futile anſwer,. which ſhews indeed the 
diſtreſs of theſe miſerable diſputants, but can never give that 


ſatisfaction, 


(% Miſcellaneous Tracti, Page 167, 174. (v ) Hiſt. Account of the Trin. 
Contr, Page 327, 
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ſatisfaction, which every rational enquirer has a right to 
expect, 


Our Divines therefore may contend for ever, but muſt 
not call for any man's aſſent to certain points, till they 
have preciſely marked out what theſe points are, and up- 
on what foundation this aſſent is to be built. In the caſe 
of theſe Primitive Miracles, ſome are ſuppoſed genuine, 
others again are ſpurious; ſome we are required to believe, 
others we are at liberty to doubt of; yet they are all equally 
reaſonable, and equally certain; and there are no marks, 
by which it is poſſible to diſtinguiſh the genuine from the 
ſpurious. Now a man mult have a very peculiar way of 
thinking, who can invent any other expedient, but either 


to admit them all, or to reject all. There 1s no middle 
way of proceeding, ſince the ſame reaſons which diſpoſe 


him to admit, or reject any part, muſt, if he be conſiſtent 
with himſelf, oblige him to admit, or reje& the whole. 
And this ſurely cannot but furniſh the ſtrongeſt grounds to 
ſuſpect, that they are all falſe; eſpecially when it is con- 


ſidered, that the Miracles of the Fiſth Century reſt on no 


better a foundation, than thoſe of the Fifteenth; they be- 
ing all ſupported and confirmed by the teſtimony of the 
moſt pious, judicious, and learned writers, through every 


ſucceeding age (x). 
ol 


(x) If it ſhould be ſaid after all (for a point once maintained, cannot in 
honour be given up) that Gop did ſuffer genuine Miracles to be wrought, af- 
ter the times of the Apoſtles, for the ſupport of his Church, though he has 
not left any preciſe marks, to diftinguith them from ſuch as are ſpurious ; with 
all my heart—e'en let it reſt here. I ſhall contend no further, but obſerve 
only, that theſe Miracles are of no conſequence to us ; and therefore, that all 
the clamour which has been raiſed, as if to reje them was ſtriking at the faune 
dations of Chriſtianity, is wholly groundleſs and impertinent. 
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I havenow laid before the Reader THREE Circumſtances, 
and if he is at all acquainted with the ſubje& on which 
the preſent debate is grounded, his own reflections will 
eaſily ſuggeſt others (y), which faſten the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion 
of fraud and impoſture upon the Miracles afterwards, but 
do not in the leaſt relate to the Miracles of the Goſpel: All 
which, though # does not abſolutely demonſtrate them to 
be falſe, yet affecty the credibility of them ſo far, that I 
cannot ſuppoſe them true ; ſince I cannot even oblige my- 
ſelf to believe that as a matter of fact, which fo many cir- 
cumſtances declare improbable, though this improbability 
may not amount to a certainty, 'This the candid Reader 
muſt be ſenſible of, and will therefore ſuffer me to follow 
the conviction of my own mind, in rejecting theſe Mi- 
raculous Powers; eſpecially as they can be ſhewn to have 
no connection with the cauſe of Chriſtianity, but what, 
inſtead of ſtrengthening, will ſerve only to weaken its foun- 
dations. He will, I truſt, forbear the hard names of In- 
fidel and Apoſtate to thoſe, who do not believe them; nay, 
it may be, that he ſhall himſelf entertain thoughts of giv- 


ing them up; and that too, without any apprehenſions of 


giving up his Chriſtianity at the ſame time. And indeed, 
F he 


The Apoſtles never wrought any Miracles, except on ſpecial occaſions, 


when they felt themſelves prompted to it by a divine impulſe; but, at other 
times, were deſtitute of that power, as it is evident from many facts and in- 
ſtances, recorded in the New 'Teſtament. But their Succeſſors were perpetu- 
ally calling out upon the Magiſtrates and People, to come and ſee the mighty 
Wonders, which they were ready to exhibit before their eyes, on all occaſions, 
at any warning, and in all places, whenever they thought fit. 1/Fh:ch confident 
and oſtentatious manner of proclaiming their extraordinary powers, ſays Dr Miv- 
DLETON, carries with it an air of Duackery and Impoſiure, as it was practiſc by 


the Primitive Wonder-workers, &c. Free Inquiry, Page 21. 


42 CURSORY ANIMADVERSIONS, Ge. 


he would naturally be led to do this, were he left to him- 
ſelf, and to the reſult of his own reaſon, But there is ſtill. 
an inſuperable bar betwixt him and conviction; he has 
yet Authority to ſtruggle: with, a more ſtubborn adverſary, 
and, as it has ever been, a violent obſtruction in our way 
to truth. Thus it happens in the caſe of theſe After-Mi- 
racles; where, though they do not appear upon any ac- 
count reaſonable, and though no circumſtances can be pro- 
duced in favour of them, but ſuch as carry the ſureſt marks- 
of fraud and impoſture, and would overturn the credit of- 
any facts whatever; yet he is not at liberty to reject. them. 
And why? becauſe truly the Fathers, the Fathers proteſt 
againſt it; the Fathers have poſitively maintained and aſ- 
ſerted the truth of them, and therefore. 


But before I utter a ſyllable concerning the Fathers, the 
Reader will excuſe me, if, for a moment, I detain him 
with a ſhort ſtory, which I remember to have read for- 
merly, when engaged in purſuits of a Philoſophical nature. 
I met with it in that very polite Dialogue of the famous 
GALILEO, where mention is made of a celebrated Anato- 
miſt, who kept a School at Venice, and was remarkable 
fora fine hand. © It happened upon a certain day,” fays 
the Author, © that the Lecture turned upon the origin of 
* the nerves, which had long been the ſubject of a warm 
debate betwixt the PeRIPATETICKS and the GAaLEN- 
* ISTsS, and was then as violent as ever; the former de- 
ducing it from the Heart, the latter from the Brain. 
The Operator proceeded with more than ordinary care, 
** for the ſake of a certain noble Peripatetick, who was 
*« preſent upon the ſpot, and whoſe conviction he had prin- 
** cipally in view; and having diſſected every minute part 
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«© with the utmoſt exactneſs, laid open, in the midſt of 
* a numerous aſſembly, the grand Trunk, out of which 
* the whole body of the nerves grew, and ſhewed its ſi- 
tuation in the Brain, Whereupon, turning to his great 
Antagoniſt, he aſked, , he was at laſt convinced, that 
the Nerves ſprung originally from the Brain, and not 
« from the Heart? To which, after a moſt ſolemn 
“ pauſe, this deep Philoſopher gravely replied, that indeed 
«© the fact was ſo very plain and obvious, that he could not 
« but have aſſented to the truth of it, if ARISTOTLE had 
«© not declared #&the contrary (2). 


cc 


* 


* 


£c 


This extraordinary inſtance of implicit faith, and blind 
deference to a great name, may ſerve to illuſtrate the true 
nature of Authority, and convince us, what a treacherous 
guide it will always be to a ſearcher after Truth; which 
obliges men to ſtand up for idle Theories, in defiance of 
Fact itſelf; and even to renounce the teſtimony of their 
ſenſes, when it contradicts any particular ſyſtem which 
they are engaged to defend. The caſe is exactly the fame 
with the Miraculous Powers, as far as it relates to thoſe, 
who ſo ſtifly maintain them. For if any man perſiſts in 
his belief of them, againſt the conviction of common ſenſe, 
and though there is the ſtrongeſt evidence of their being 
falſe, is yet determined to receive them as true, meerly 


becauſe the Fathers have declared them fo; 1 cannot but con- 
ſider him in the ſame light with this bigoted Peripatetick, 
and under the fame unhappy deluſion. However, ſince 
their authority is ſo abſolutely deciſive, as tocancel the force 
of evidence, and to beat down every obſtacle, which ſenſe, 
or reaſon, or fact, can poſſibly oppoſe to it; and, in ſhort, 

F 2 . by 


(=) GaLiLael Syſtema Coſmicum, Pag. 100, 101. 
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by a kind of magic art, can make us admit as true, what 
we had juſt before rejected as falſe, it may be worth while 
to conſider a little, who theſe ſame Fathers are, what 
their pretenſions, and from whence they derive this high 
authority, which can enable them to do ſuch mighty feats. 


The Reader, if he be not a good-humoured one, will, 
from this gaiety of expreſſion, as well as from the nature 
of the deſign I am engaged in, be apt to ſuſpect, that I am 


at the bottom, no friend to the Fathers; but am preparing 


to miſrepreſent and blacken their characters, with every 
art which either ridicule can invent, or malice ſuggeſt. 


To obviate any ſuſpicions of this ſort, I beg leave to declare 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, that I have no ſuch intentions; 
but, on the contrary, am as well affected to the Fathers, as 
himſelf; and thoroughly perſuaded, that if they had been 
conſidered in a proper light, their works had been more 
ſerviceable to the cauſe of Religion and Learning, than they 
have yet been. But for want of having their merit duly 
and impartially examined, and their uſes more preciſely 
defined, inſtead of being in any reſpect ſerviceable, they 
have been the chief ſource, not only of error, but of moſt 
of that jealouſy, diſcord, and animoſity, which has ſo fre- 
quently diſturbed the Chriſtian world, Parties have been 
formed about them; and thoſe Parties, like all others, 
have run out into ſuch extremes, as neither Reaſon nor 
Religion can juſtify. Thus it has been uſual for one ſide, 
by way of raiſing their authority, to exalt them into Apoſ- 
tles, to obtrude them as Guides in matters of Faith, and 
to place their writings upon an equality with the Scriptures 
themſelves: While the other have not ſcrupled to degrade 


them, even below the meaneſt of mankind; haye repre- 
ſented 
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ſented them as credulous fools, or crafty knaves; and re- 
jected their whole works, not only as uſeleſs, but in every 
ſenſe prejudicial. Hence, while both ſides have proceed- 


ed violently, each under their reſpective biaſs, and in fa- 


vour of their own private ſyſtems; they have, in reality, 
done great injury to theſe Fathers, fixed a ſcandal upon 
their writings, and almoſt defeated every advantage which 
might have been reaped from them, as learned men and 
Chriſtians of the times they lived in, 

But to return. I have ventured already to reject the 
Miraculous Powers out of my Creed, both becauſe Chriſ- 
tianity is as ſecure, nay ſecurer without them, and becauſe 
no arguments can be brought to eſtabliſh their credit, that 
do not tend rather to ſubvert it, and ſhew them to be, 
what I imagine them, the downright effects of fraud and 
impoſture, I might therefore reſt here; and ſhould any 
one reproach me with a want of regard to the Fathers, 
who have aſſerted theſe Powers, might refer him to the 
fooliſh Peripatetick above. But as this would look like a 
{lur upon theſe venerable Sages, and a contempt ſhewn to 
a body of men, who, conſidered either as Chriſtians or 
Scholars, are by no means the object of it; 1 ſhall briefly 
add a reaſon or two, why I cannot ſubmit even to the 
teſtimony and authority of theſe writers, nor be dil- 
ſuaded from believing the Miraculbus Powers to be falſe, 
though it has been their fate to declare them true, 


Now my diſbelief and unwillingneſs to aſſent in the 
preſent caſe, is not grounded upon any bad opinion which 
I had previouſly conceived of the Moral Characters of the 

Fathers, I am very ſenſible, how unreaſonable it would 
| be, 
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be, to entertain any ſuſpicions againſt the goodneſs and 
integrity of perſons, who had nothing to gain, but a great 
deal to loſe, and who expoſed themſelves to continual Per- 
ſecution, and even to Martyrdom, in confirmation of the 
truth of what they taught. I make no ſcruple to declare 
therefore, that they were perfectly good and honeſt, in- 
fluenced by no unworthy motives, but entirely clear of 
any immoral principles whatever. This I freely own; 
and this, I truſt, is as much as their warmeſt advocates 
could wiſh to have allowed in their favour. How then 
ſhall we ſecure this reputation to the Fathers, and ſtill be 
conſiſtent with ourſelves in rejecting their teſtimony (a)? 

Why, 


(a) How, ſays Mr Toit, are theſe Fathers to be vindicated? How are theſz 
things to he made conſiſtent ® Before I attempt to anfaver theſe queſtions, I will de- 
fire the Reader to throw off all contrafed notions, in favour of thoſe particular opi- 
nions in which he has been educated; and of that Religion which is embraced and 
e/tabliſhed in the country where he was born; and to extend his thoughts, for a mo- 
ment over Chriſtendom ; where, when he has conſidered the ſlate of it in religious 
matters, he will find, that at leaft two third parts of the Chriſtian world are zea- 
louſly attached to the religion of Rome; of which the Pope is the Head. He may 
now perhaps be prepared for this queſtion on my fide, What he ſincerely thinks of this 
affair? Does he think that the Romaniſts in general, at leaſt the moſt learned and 
Senſible among them, do really believe the Chriſtian religion, or not? To ſpeak my 


own ſentiments in the caſe, I make no doubt, but great numbers of them would, as 


freely as the Primitive Fathers did, lay down their lives in vindication of it, The 
annals of our own country will furniſh us with two very remarkable inſtances, in cone 
firmation of what I advance; viz. Sir Thouas More, and Biſhop FisHER, who 
are both unanimouſly efleemed to have been great and good men, and who both choſe to 
Suffer death, rather than renounce the Supremacy of Chriſt's Vicar, We cannot with 
any candor ſuppoſe, that they would have done leſs for Chrift himſelf. As little will 
impartiality juſtify us in ſuppoſing, that theſe avere the only two good men who have 
lived and died in that communion. Well then; wwe will proceed to aſk one queſtion 
further. Do the men of this character among the Papiſts, really believe the hiſtory 


of Miracles, as it is continued in their own church, or do they not? If they do believe 


it, then a large number of learned and able men may be deluded and impoſed upon. 1f 
they do not believe it, the conſequence will then be, that pious and good men, ſuch as 
awould 
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Why, either by ſuppoſing, that they gave their atteſtation 
to Miracles, without ſufficient evidence of their being 
wrought, or that they thought there was no harm in aſ- 
ſerting any point, which would advance the intereſt of 
Religion; and were induced, upon this account, to de- 
clare the Miraculous Powers real, though perhaps, they 
either knew or ſuſpected them to be only pretended, The 
former of theſe ſhews indeed ſtrong prejudices, and an ar- 
dent zeal for the welfare of Chriſtianity, which diſpoſed 
them to embrace, without examination, whatever ſeemed 

to promote ſo good a cauſe; but amounts only to a charge 
of weakneſs and credulity, and'is no impeachment of their 

piety and goodneſs.. And the latter, ſay the worſt of it 

we can, is nothing more, than a miſtaken rule of acting. 

It is not an evil principle, which grows from a depravity of 
heart, and, wherever it is found, determines the man bad ; 
but it is only a wrong maxim, a maxim grounded on'true 
notions of morality, which may indecd betray a weak- 
neſs of judgment, as well as the other, yet furniſhes no 
objection to their integrity; and is but one inſtance, a- 
mong a. thouſand, of a very honeſt heart, under the con- 
duct of a weak head. 


If it be enquired, Why I ſuppoſe the Fathers to have 
been either credulous, or influenced by any miſtaken max- 
ims of this fort? I anſwer to the Firſt, that their own 
writings, and what we are able to collect from others con- 
cerning their characters, do plainly ſhew moſt of them to 


have been extremely credulous. This, I preſume, is ſo 


notorious 


avould not ſcruple to lay down their lives upon the general queſtion of religion, my, 
for what they think Reaſons of Expediency, concur in countenanaung and prepageat- 


ing of falhhood, Defence, Cc. Page 89, 99. 
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notorious a truth, that even their greateſt admirers will not 


venture to deny it. And, to the Second, it may be re- 


plied,, That the remains alſo of theſe very Fathers, the 
ſpirit of the times they lived in, and indeed, the whole 


hiſtory of the Church, do all ſtrongly ſuggeſt to us, that 


the moſt zealous among them, whatever purity or prin- 
ciples they have been remarkable for, have ſeldom ſcrupled 
at any means, for the advancement of their Religion; and 
that this ſort of policy, which has uſually been diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the name of Pzous Frauds, has been practiſed in all 
ages of the church, by perſons of undoubted character. 
To mention only one example, which we meet with in 
the Free Inquiry. TERTULLIAN, a Father of the ſecond 
Century, who was an utter enemy to Plays and public 
Shews in the Theatres, wrote a book to deter all Chriſti- 
ans from frequenting them, in which he tells the follow- 
ing Story: © An example happened,” ſays he, as the 
“% LoxD is witneſs, of a woman who went to the Theatre, 
* and came back with a Devil in her. Whereupon, 
* when the unclean Spirit was urged and threatned in the 
* office of Exorciſing, for having dared to attack one of 
ce the Faithful; I have done nothing, replied he, but what 
is very fair; for I found her on my own ground.” Now, 
though a Miracle is here declared to have been wrought, 
and though Gop himſelf is appealed to for the truth of it, 
yet, as Dr MiDDLEToN obſerves, when we reflect on the 
principles of thoſe times, and the particular warmthof TRE R- 
TULLIAN's temper, we cannot but ſiiſpect, that the ſmart 
anſwer of the Devil was contrived, to enforce what he was 


A 


A 


A 


- warmly inculcating, the horrible fin, and dangerous con- 


ſequences 
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ſequences of frequenting the public Theatres (b), It evidently 
carries with it the air of an impoſture, and is a ſhocking 


inſtance of that groſs and frantic zeal, which would not 


ſcruple to aſſiſt, even in ſupporting a deluſion, that was 
uſeful to the Chriſtian cauſe. 


G Thus 


) Free Inquiry, Page 83. N. B. As it may poſſibly ſound harſh in the 
ears of many, to aſſert, or even ſuppoſe, that a Primitive Father would, upon 
any occaſion, appeal to a Miracle, either known, or ſuſpected to be falſe; I 
ſhall here again produce an Extract from St Jzxom, which I have made, for 
a different purpoſe, above. That Father, ſpeaking of the different manner 
which writers found themſelves obliged to uſe, in their dogmatical and their 
controverſial writings, intimates, that, in the firſt indeed, Truth is the otje& aim'd 
at, but in the ſecond, nothing but Victory; that Sincerity therefore is neceſſary in the 
one, but Art only in the other : That in contending with an adverſary, a man is nat 

confined to ſay what he thinks true, but what is neceſ/ary to his cauſe, and may there- 
fore catch up any words to throw at him, which would bef? ſerve to knock him dbaun. 
Theſe maxims he goes on to countenance, by the authority and example of 
the moſt venerable Fathers. Or1ictn, MeTropius, EuskBIUs, ard APor- 
LINARIS, have written many thouſand lines againji CELsUs and PoRPhYRY : Do 
but obſerve, ſays he, with what arguments, and what ſ[ippery problems, they bafie 
«what was contrived againſt them by the ſpirit of the Devil; and becauſe they are ſome- 
times forced to ſheak, they ſpeak not what they think, but what is neceſſary againſt 
thoſe, who are called Gentiles. I do not mention the Latin writers, 'TERTULL1AN, 
CyrRIAM, MixuTius, Victokinus, LacTaNTius, Hilarvs, I be thought, 
not ſo much to be defending myſelf, as aceuſing others, &c. Op. Tom. II. Part ii. 
Page 236.— — Now the converſion of the Pagans was the grand point, 
which the Chriſtians always had in view, and the main buſineſs of their lives; 
and it is plain, from the expreſs declaration of this Father, that neither he, 
nor even thoſe of the earlieſt and pureſt ages, ſtuck at any artifice, which 
might accompliſh ſo deſireable an end. But if the Fathers made no {cruple to 
conquer their adverſaries by afſertions, which had no foundation in Reaſor, 


what ſhould reſtrain them from doing it alſo by Miracles, which they knew to 


be falſe in fact? I do not affirm, that they actually did it; but I affirm it 
equally lawful ; fince the ſame arguments which would in that caſe juſtify an 
appeal to a falſe Reaſon, might as well juſtify an appeal alſo to a falſe Miracle. 


They are both of them impoſitions, and both to be admitted or rejected upan. 
the ſame principle. 
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Thus then ſtands my argument, when drawn out in its 
full length. I am diſpoſed to reject the Miraculous Pow- 
ers as falſe, not only becauſe there is no reaſon for their be- 
ing true, but alſo, becauſe they are attended with many 
circumſtances which make them utterly incredible... 
And though I conſider afterwards, that their credit ſtands 
upon the teſtimony of men whoſe piety and integrity 
cannot be queſtioned, and whoſe moral characters are in 
every reſpect unexceptionable ; yet I muſt perſiſt in re- 
jecting them, becauſe, upon further examination, I learn, 
that theſe men were extremely credulous, and apt to 
take things upon truſt; and not only ſo, but that it was 
an allowed rule of acting among them, to aſſert and main- 
tain as true, any points, which would promote the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity, though they either knew or ſuſpected them 
to be falſe. 


I have now explained myſelf upon this teſtimony of the 


Fathers, and hope, I have given no offence to my Reader's 


judgment, while I have freely declared my own. I had 
cloſed my reflections here, but that I am ſurpriſed with 
an objection, which, how foreign ſoever to the point, it 
is but reaſonable to pay ſome attention to, becauſe it has 


_ raiſed fo general an alarm. It is, that by allowing this ac- 


count of the Fathers to be true, the authority of the Books of 
the New Teftament, which were tranſmitted to us through 
their hands, will be rendered precarious and uncertain. But 
why ſo? becauſe if the teſtimony of the Fathers cannot 
confirm the belief of Miracles, which they declare to have 
been actually wrought, neither can it aſcertain the genu- 
ineneſs and authority of the Books of the New Teſtament, 

which 
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which they have likewiſe aſſerted; ſince it is but reafonable 
to ſuſpect, that theſe very Fathers, who made no ſcruple to 
forge Miracles, or, to atteſt, at leaſt, what they either 
knew or ſuſpected to be forged, in the ſupport of a ſyſtem 
and policy of their own; would, upon the ſame principles, 


and with the ſame views, be as apt to forge ſpurious and 


falſe Scriptures, and to impoſe them upon the world, as 


the genuine writings of thoſe authors whoſe names they 
now bear. 


From the nature and manner of this objection, one is led 
to imagine, that in the early ages of the church, theſe Pri - 
mitive Sages had aſſembled themſelves with great ſolemnity, 
for the purpoſe of collecting the Apoſtolic writings ; and 
that the whole Chriſtian world, who had as yet known no- 
thing of them, but had been guided by Oral Tradition only, 
or the directions of the leading Chriſtians, were now wait- 
ing for the reſult of this venerable council, from whom they 
expected an eſtabliſhed Canon of Scripture, which they 
were to conſider as Apoſtolical and Inſpired, and upon 
whoſe ſacred dictates, they were for the future to form 
and regulate both their faith and manners. I was obliged 
to fancy to myſelf ſomething of this ſort, before I could 
ſee the force of this objection, or conceive, how the au- 


 thortty of the Books of the New Teſtament, could in any wiſe 
depend upon the management of the Fathers; much leſs 


be rendered precarious and uncertain by it, And indeed, 
if this had been the caſe, they might have impoſed upon 
the world what they had pleaſed; ſpurious writings in the 
room of genuine, and inſtead of Apoſtolic Scriptures, the 
dictates and traditions of men only. Then they might 


have counterfeited, ſuppreſſed, corrupted, and, in ſhort, 
G 2 practiſed 
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practiſed every art, which either a falſe zeal could have 
prompted, or a weak imagination ſuggeſted; and all, with- 
out a probability of being diſcovered. The objection view'd - 
in ſuch a light, would have had ſome force in it ; which, 
however, muſt vaniſh at once, when it is conſidered, how 
different the true ſtate of the matter was, from what I 
have imayined it above. 


Now it is very certain, that theſe ſame Books, of which 
we are ſpeaking, were publiſhed, copied, and diſperſed 
among Chriſtians, before the Fathers, through whoſe hands 
they are ſaid to be tranſmitted, were ſcarce any of them 
yet in being. PAIAs, who converſed with the Diſciples 
of the Apoſtles, about the beginning of the ſecond Cen- 
tury, ſpeaks of the Goſpels of MaTTHEw and MaRx, as 
then extant and written by them (c. The Apoſtolic Fa- 
thers make frequent alluſions to ſome of the Goſpels and 
Epiſtles; and JusrIx MaRTyR, the firſt of thoſe Fa- 
thers, whoſe merits we are now conſidering, mentions 
the Goſpels as univerſally received in his time, and read in 
all aſſemblies of Chriſtians. The Heretics alſo, who lived 
in the ſame age with the Apoſtles and Apoſtolic Fathers, 
have left an ample teſtimony to the Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament; either by forging Books in the name of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, as Sĩ ox the Magician is ſaid to have 
done; or by admitting ſome, and rejecting other parts of 
it, after the manner of the Gos rics; or, laſtly, like the 
BASILIDIANS, by corrupting and altering it at pleaſure, 
as it beſt ſuited their own peculiar doctrines; and all before 
the concluſion of the firſt Century (d). From which it 


18 
(c) EuskBZII Hiſtor. Eccl. L. 3. ſub Fin. 


(d) See the very learned and candid Mr JoxTin's Remarks, c. 
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is evident, that the Books of the New Teſtament were 


known to be the writings of thoſe authors whoſe names 


they bear, were widely diſperſed over the Chriſtian world, 
and eſtabliſhed by the authority of all Churches, before 
the earlieſt of theſe Fathers were perhaps born, or, at leaſt, 
become converts to the Chriſtian Religion. Dr MipprE- 
TON therefore had great reaſon for aſſerting, that the au- 
thority of theſe Books does not depend upon the faith of the 
Fathers, or of any particular ſet of men, but on the general 
credit and reception which they found (e), not only in all 
the Churches, but with all the private Chriſtians of thoſe 
ages, who were able to purchaſe copies of them; that after 


their early publication, and wide diſperſion from their very 


origin, it is hardly poſſible, that they ſhould either be corrupi- 
ed, or ſuppreſſed, or counterfeited by a few, of what cha- 
racter or abilities ſoever ; that though in every age there 
were ſeveral perhaps, who, from crafty and ſelfiſh moti ves, 
might be diſpoſed to deprave, or even to ſuppreſs ſome par- 
ticular books; yet their malice could reach only to a few co- 
pies, and would be reſtrained therefore from the attempt, or 
corrected at leaſt after the attempt, by the greater number 


of the ſame Books, which were out of their reach, and re- 


mained till uncorrußpt; and laſtly, that there were ſome cir- 
cumſtances peculiar to the Books of the New Teſtament, which 


any 


{e) This is even granted by one of Dr MipbLEeToN's moſt ſanguine oppoſ- 
ers, who, in a paſſage cited from the Lord CLARENDOx's 4nimadverſions, 
Page 63. obſerves, that the Church of England is not an enemy to, or diſclaims the 
uſe of Tradition, but is not guided and governed by it: where the Tradition is univer- 


fal and uncontradicted, wwe have as much reſignation to it as the Papiſts have; and 


therefore, wwe do acknowledge the reception of the Scriptures to be by unqueſtionable 


end never doubted Tradition. Chukcn's Vindication, Page 171. 
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any other ancient books whatever, the Divinity of their 
character, the religious regard which was paid to them by 
all the ſeds and parties of Chriſtians z and above all, the 
mutual jealoufies of thoſe very parties, which were perpetu- 
ally watching over each other, left any of them ſhould cor» 
rupt the ſources of that pure doftrine, which they all pro- 


feſſed to teach, and to deduce from the ſame books (f). 


From this view of the caſe, we ſee how impoflible it 
was for the Primitive Fathers, to corrupt, ſappreſs, or 
counterfeit any of the Books of the New Teſtament, tho” 
they had been ever ſo diſpoſed to do it. It is as impoſ- 
fible, that She authority of theſe Books ſhould in the leaſt de- 
pend upon the Faith of the Fathers, much leſs be render- 
ed precarious and uncertain by it. When therefore men 
affect to ſpeak of them as tranſmitted to us through the 
hands of the Fathers, they endeavour to excite a falſe idea, 
and would ſuggeſt a fact, which is not in itſelf true. They 
paſſed through the hands of the Fathers in no other ſenſe, 
than they paſſed through the hands of all other Chriſtians of 
thoſetimes; and indeed, through the hands of fuch Pagans 
as came to the poſſeſſion of them. The Fathers have giv- 
en their ſanction to the ſacred Books, by frequently ap- 
pealing to them as the genuine productions of thoſe au- 
thors, whoſe names they bear. Many eminent Heathens, 
among whom were CELsus and PoRPHYRY, have done the 
fame; upon which account, their authority is ſupported 
alſo, and confirmed by the teſtimony of Pagan writers, the 
declared enemies of the Goſpel ; which is, in ſome ſenſe, 
ſtronger than that of the Fathers, who may poſlibly be 
charged with prejudices, in favour of the cauſe which a 4 


Hees Inquiry, Page 190, Ec. 
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ſo zealouſly eſpouſed, Yet it does not appear, how either 
of them could practiſe any arts whatever, with regard to 
theſe Books; it would be difficult at leaſt to aſſign a rea- 
ſon, why the one might not have it in their power, as 
much as the other. After all, it is @ matter of fact, that 
the teſtimony of the Fathers is not of that weight, in con- 
firming the authority of the Sacred Writings, which their 
advocates pretend; as is very plain from the many ſpuri- 
ous books, which they have frequently cited in their works, 
under the names of Goſpels, Epiſtles, and Revelations, 
but which were never admitted into the Canon of Scrip- 


ture; and eſpecially from the $:by/re Books, which were 


declared genuine by them all, from JusTrin Max TvR, 
down to the Reformation, but are now every where con- 


ſidered as the forgery of ſome Primitive Chriſtian, and. 


ranked among the pious frauds of the early times. 


Upon the whole therefore, one cannot but wonder at 
the pains which ſome have been at, to weaken the autho- 


rity of the Books of the New Teſtament, by fixing it en- 
tirely upon the teſtimony of the Fathers; as if they had a 
mind to remove it from its true and genuine bottom, and 
to place it upon one, which is precarious and uncertain. 
At firſt ſight this might look like the artifice of ſome crafty 
Infidel, working ſecretly in the dark, and labouring with 
all his might, to overturn the very groundworks of Chriſ- 


tianity. But it is nothing more than a pure maxim in 


Polemics, .drawn from the very depth of that ſcience, and 
often practiſed by the ableſt maſters of it; who, when they 
cannot maintain their own private ſyſtems upon the proper 
foundation of fact or reaſon, never fail to connect them 


with, 


- 
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with ſome great eſſential point, which reſts upon both; 
without ever reflecting, that inſtead of acquiring ſtrength 
to themſelves, they impart a weakneſs to the other, and, 
like the treacherous Ivy, gradually decay, and ruin the 
very bulwark which ſupports them. 


Thus I have ſhewn, that the Miraculous Powers may 
be rejected as ſpurious, without the leaſt hurt to the In- 
tereſts of Chriſtianity ; becauſe the Miracles of the Goſpel, 
on which it is grounded, and the authority of thoſe Books 
which atteſt them, are, nevertheleſs, unqueſtionably ge- 
nuine. And this is as much as relates to that ſingle point, 
which I have at preſent undertaken to illuſtrate. But I 
ſhall advance a ſtep further, and enquire, whether the par- 
ticular cauſe of Proteſtantiſm be any ways affected, or in- 
jured by ſuch a proceeding? If it is, Dr MiDDLETON was 
ſtrangely miſtaken in the tendency of his Book, the main 
deſign of which, was to ſtrike more effectually at the root 


and foundation of Popery, by proving theſe very Powers,. 


from which it is originally derived, and on-whoſe authority 
it has chiefly ſubſiſted to this day, to be nothing elſe, but 
the plain effects of fraud and impoſture. The Proteſtants, 
aware of the ſanction they would give to the Popiſh cauſe, 
have generally confined the working of real Miracles with- 
in the limits of the Three firſt Centuries, and have given 
up the reſt, as either abſolutely ſpurious, or of very doubt- 


ful and ſuſpicious credit. But this, I have ſhewn above, 


to be a ſuppoſition, which has no foundation in either 
Hiſtory or Reaſon, but ariſes merely from a ſyſtem of their 
own. They were, as Dr MippLeToN fays, univerſally 


aſſerted and believed in all Chriſtian Countries, and in all 


ages of the Church, till the time of the Reformation. For 
Ecclefiaſtical 
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Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory makes no difference between one age and 
another, but carries on the ſucceſſion of” its Miracles, as of 
all other common events, through all of them indiſferentiy, 
to that memorable period (g): Which ſucceſſion is ſtill 
continued by the Papiſts, who confidently atteſt them, 
and always urge them in their diſputes with Proteſtants, as 
an undeniable proof of the orthodoxy of their faith, and 
their true deſcent from that Church, to which our Lord 
has promiſed his preſence to the end of the world. Thus, 
one of their champions, with whom Dr MippLEeToN him- 
ſelf has been engaged, ſpeaking of the Miracles of the 
Pagans, which the Dr had oppoſed to thoſe of the Papiſts, 
ſays, God has been pleaſed, in every age, to work far more 
evident Miracles in his Church, by the miniſtry of his Saints, 
in raiſing the dead to life, in curing the blind and the lame, 
in caſting out Devils, in healing in @ moment inveterate 
diſeaſes, and the like ſtupendous works of bis power, atteſted 
by the moſt authentic monuments, and very frequently, as 
may be ſeen in the Acts of the Canonization of Saints, by the 
depoſitions of innumerable eye-witneſſes, examined upon oath, 
and by the public notoriety of the facts; which kind of Mi- 
racles, ſo authentically atteſted, will be to all ages a ſtanding 
evidence, that the church, in whoſe communion they have all 
been wrought, is not that idolatrous Pagan Church, which 


the Dr pretends, but the true Spoxſe of Chriſt (HJ. 


H But 
g fntrodudt. Diſc. Page 44. 7 
(+) MivpteToN's Letter from Reme, Preface, Page 90. N. B. Theſe picus 
cheats of the Romiſh Church, as Mr LESLIE ſays, are the foreſt diſgraces of Chrij- 
tianity ; which have bid the faireſt, of any one contrivance, to overturn the cer- 
tainty of the Miracles of Chriſt, and the whole truth of the Goſpel, by putting theta 
all upon the ſame foot, Works, Vol. I. Page 24. 
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But it is eaſy to diſcern, that the fears upon the account 
of Proteſtantiſm, do not ariſe ſo immediately from the 
fate of the Miraculous Powers, as from the credit of thoſe 
particular writers who aſſert them; whoſe teſtimony they 
imagine cannot be rejected in the preſent caſe, without 
great hurt to their authority, It has been uſual with the 
generality of diſputants, to engage the Fathers in the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt; and our firſt Reformers, as Dr STEBBING 
tells us, thought it to their purpoſe to throw the werght of 
antiquity on their fide (i). It was indeed ſo far to their 
Purpoſe, as it complied with the reigning prejudices of thoſe 
times, and therefore prevented a great deal of clamour, 
which a contemptuous neglect of it would probably have 
raiſed againſt them. The authority of the Fathers had 
for many ages been eſteemed ſacred and deciſive, and their 
juriſdiction was then every where unqueſtioned; fo that 
to have put the leaſt flight upon that, had been a very 
unpolitic ſtep in our firſt Reformers, as it would have been 
deemed a violent preſumption againſt the truth of that 
Religion, and the rectitude of thoſe meaſures, which they 
were endeavouring to promote and ſtrengthen, So far then 
they might think it to their purpoſe, to throw the weight of 
antiquity on their ſide. But afterwards, when the Refor- _ 
mation became thoroughly eſtabliſhed, and Proteſtants be- 
gan to confirm by cool reaſon and argument, what they 
had but hitherto held as it were by force, theſe very Fa- 
thers, if they did not abſolutely betray, were found how- 
ever very far from ſecuring the cauſe, jnto which they had 


been- 


i OZfervations, &c. Page 26. 
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been warmly preſſed: fo far from any thing like it, that, 
as Mr WAR BURTON obſerves, they enabled the Papiſts to 
ſtand tbeir ground, and ſupport their credit, again/} all the 
evidence of common ſenſe and ſacred Scripture, Fer, con- 
tinues he, though the groſs corruptions of Popery were cer- 
tainly later than the third, fourth, and fifth Centuries, to 
which the appeal was uſually made, yet the ſeeds of them be- 
ing then ſown, and beginning to pullulate, it was but too 
plain, there was hold enough for a ſkilful debater, to draw 


the Fathers to his own ſide, and make them water the ſprouts 
they had been planting (H. 


And indeed, ſuppoſing it otherwiſe, what a ſtrange 
part have the Roman Catholics been acting; who, inſtead 
of diſcrediting theſe Fathers, or giving the leaſt check to 
the approbation their writings had met with, have, on 
the contrary, ſhewn all poſſible favour and encouragement 
to them, and omitted no arts which could advance and 
heighten their reputation? Tt is a capital inſtitution in 
that church, whoſe policy was never ſuſpected of weak- 
neſs, to ſuppreſs and conceal the ſacred Scriptures from 
the Laity, as being oppoſite to the principles on which 
their Hierarchy is founded, and tending to expoſe thoſe 
very doctrines, which, for ends merely ſecular, they have 
always been ſtudious to ſupport and propagate. But in 
regard to the Fathers, their conduct has been widely dit- 
ferent; for it is notorious, that more of them have been 
publiſhed by one fingle Order of Monks, than by all the 
Proteſtant Countries put together; and the Benedictine 


H 2 Editions 


] Julian, Introduct. Page 5. 
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Editions are allowed, even by Proteſtants themſelves, to 
exceed all others, both in beauty, correctneſs, and uſe. 
But the Church of Rome has adhered to its uſual policy, 
and knows where the ſtrength of its cauſe lies, though 
we do not; and by taking the advantage of that univer- 
ſal prejudice in favour of the Fathers, and ſounding out 
the facredneſs and veneration that was due to the characters 
of ſuch venerable Sages, early Lights, and Saints of the 
Primitive Church, have tied men down to an authority, 
which will not ſuffer them to be Chriſtians, without oblig- 
ing them, at the ſame time, to be Papiſts. 


After all, be the ſenſe of the Fathers what it will; be it 
as much for us, as it is againſt us; what is all this to the 
purpoſe? Why, in reality, nothing. The principles on 
which the Reformation is grounded, are deduced from an 
authority previous to the very carlieſt of theſe Fathers. 


The Religion of a Proteſtant reſis on the fingle, but ſolid 


foundation of the ſacred Scripture; unmixed with the rub- 


biſh of ancient Tradition, or ancient Fathers, and independ- 
ent of the characters and writings of any men whatever, 
except of Mosxs and the Prophets, CHRIST and his Apoſ- 
tles (1). And if theſe only had been inſiſted on, as an 

| abſolute 


(1) The Bible, ſays the excellent CyiLLineworTH, the Bible only is the Re- 
ligion of Proteflants. Whatſoever elſe they believe beſides it, and the plain, irrefra- 
gable, indubitable conſequences of it, wwell may they hold it as a matter of Opinion; 
but as matter of Faith and Religion, neither can they, with coherence to their own 
grounds, believe it themſelves, nor require the belief of it from others, without moſt 
high and moſi ſchiſmatical preſumption. I, for my part, after a long, and, as 1 
werily believe and hope, impartial ſearch of the true way to eternal happineſs, do 

prafthe 
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abſolute rule to be determined by, and to which alone an 


appeal ought to be permitted, the Romaniſts muſt long 
ago have given over diſputing, and wholly confined them- 
ſelves to thoſe arts of Policy which they daily practiſe, to 
oppreſs the liberty, and engroſs the property of mankind. 
But by allowing the authority of the Fathers, and ſuffer- 
ing them to preſide as Judges, the Controverſy does ſtill, 
and muſt for ever ſubſiſt; at leaſt, it can never be brought 


to a Concluſion, wherein the Papiſts will not have the 
better, 


To conclude therefore. As the particular cauſe of 
Proteſtantiſm is no more concerned in the fate of the Mi- 
raculous Powers, than that of Chriſtianity in general, 
they can never be obtruded as making part of our belief, 
but may ſafely be diſregarded, and even rejected by us. 
If any man thinks otherwiſe, let me recommend to his ſe- 
rious conſideration, what Mr Tol L has obſerved, in a 
ſtrain of good ſenſe peculiar to himſelf. May we nat 
reaſonably preſume, ſays he, that if God Almighty thought 

fit to continue a power of working Miracles in his Church, 
he 


profeſs plainly, that I cannot find any reſt for the ſole of my foot, but on this rock 
only. I fee plainly, and with my own eyes, that there are Popes againſt Popes, 
Councils againſt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame Fathers againſt 
themſelves, a conſent of Fathers of one age againſt a conſent of Fathers of another age, 
the Church of one age againſt the Church of another age. Traditive interpretations 
of Scripture are pretended, but there are few or none to be found, No Tradition, but 
only of Scripture, can derive itſelf from the fountain, but may be plainly proved, 
either to have been brought in, in ſuch an age after Chriſt, or that in ſuch an age, 
it wasnot in. Inaword, there is no ſufficient certainty, but of Scripture only, Fus 


any conſidering man to build upon. Safe Way, Cc. Chap. 6. Sect. 56. 
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be would himſelf alſo take care, to have ſome teſtimony of 
the exerciſe of this power, ſo authentically recorded, as to 
put the matter beyond all doubt and diſputation with the n- 
cere Chriſtians of after-ages? This had been agreeable 
to that method which be had before obſerved, in regard to 
the Goſpet-Miracles; and indeed, his not doing it in the 
caſe before us, though it is not an abſolute and demomſtrati ve 
proof that there were no ſuch powers exiſting, yet it unde- 
niably proves, that tis of no conſequence to us, whether they 
did or not. Defence againſt DopweLL, Page 19. 
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